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How It Happened Shazaf Fatima Haider
To save the most important things in the world, you have to first find out what they are. .
. TIP NO. 1: Believe it or not, a camping trip is the best place to start, especially if it has:
Changez, 12 (TIP NO. 2: Think constable in the lunatic police) Timmy, 9 (TIP NO. 3:
Think capuchin-monkey-brained snotasaurus) A mud volcano (TIP NO. 4: Yes, it can
erupt!) snippy sparrow (TIP NO. 5: Small is BIG) Saw-toothed crocs (TIP NO. 6: The
animals, not the shoes) The last Ursus thibetanus gedrosianus (TIP NO. 7: Think large,
furry and walking towards you!) A herd of hyper-herbivorous Baluchitheria (TIP NO. 8:
Don’t think. . . RUN!) One poetic Markhor (TIP NO. 9: Yup, get the earplugs) A
Protoliterodragon (TIP NO. 10: It may go from bad to verse!) Vegetarian Velociraptors
(TIP NO. 11: Be glad you are not green) And as always. . . Assorted pesky humans,
including angry soldiers and heartless rogues (TIP NO. 12: Think the most dangerous
animal on the planet) Got the idea? Here’s a story that tells you what on earth is really
happening. . . If you are a clever Smartosapiens, Survival Tips for Lunatics is the mad,
mad handbook for you to make sense of the world and where it is going, besides round
and round!
A burnt-out New York cop; an eighty-year-old Parsi sitting in a decaying Karachi
mansion; a hitman whose days are numbered; a journalist who dreams of the big time.
When a Jewish woman is killed on the steps of the Natural History Museum in New
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York, disparate lives are thrown together for one purpose: to bring about the downfall of
the Don, the uncrowned king of Karachi. The Party Worker explores the Machiavellian
politics of Pakistan's busiest city, where friends come bearing bullets, and enemies can
wait patiently for decades before striking. Gritty, disturbing, and compelling, this is
Omar Shahid Hamid at his best.
A comprehensive guide to fiction in English for readers aged four to sixteen, The Puffin
Good Reading Guide for Children is divided into three sections to suit every age group.
It has entries listing over 1000 books, and is divided into categories with crossreferences so that children can read more in genres they like. It includes both classics
and the best of contemporary works and books from all over the world. With an
introduction by Ruskin Bond, India's best-known children's writer in English, The Puffin
Good Reading Guide is an invaluable resource for children who love books, as well as
for parents and friends looking for the right book for the young people in their lives.
Year after year in the blessed month of Ramadan, little Najma has happily arisen to the
drum beat of her neighborhood's musaharati. He walks through the streets of her small
Turkish village, waking each family for the pre-dawn meal before the long day of
fasting. Najma wants nothing more than to be a musaharati herself one day, but no girl
has ever taken on the role before. Will she have what it takes to be the drummer girl of
her dreams? Find out in this inspirational story of sincerity, determination, and believing
in yourself.
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Terrorists are not born to love Sarmad was trained as a terrorist to be ruthless, to be
fearless, and to take away innocent lives. He has caused pain that he can’t undo. For
years, he has been living without a heart, without a soul, without her. Mehar is an army
general’s daughter. After losing a loved one she decides to go to the Swat valley with
her college friends to revisit the place that holds all her childhood memories. While
Mehar is looking forward to her adventurous trip, Sarmad is working on his upcoming
deadly mission. Unwittingly, their paths cross and they are forced to stay together in the
same room for eleven days. Fate brings them together, but destiny has planned
something else. Does their story end here? Or has it just begun?
Somewhere on Prithvi, a mortal survives a supernatural attack. In the dark realm of
Atala, an evil goddess prepares to do the unspeakable. And a Yakshi finds herself at
the heart of an other-worldly storm. Ardra has only known life as a Yakshi, designed to
seduce and kill men after drawing out their deepest, darkest secrets for her evil
mistress Hera, queen of the forsaken realm of Atala. Then, on one strange blood moon
night, her chosen victim, Dwai, survives, and her world spins out of control. Now Ardra
must escape the wrath of Hera, who is plotting to throw the universe into chaos. To stop
her, Ardra needs to find answers to questions she hasn?t dared to ask before. What
power does the blood moon hold? Is the sky city of Aakasha as much a myth as its
inhabitants ? the ethereal and seductive Gandharvas and Apsaras? Who is Dara, the
mysterious monster-slayer, and what makes Dwai impervious to her powers? A heady
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concoction of fantasy and romance, Dark Things conjures up a unique world wrought of
love and sacrifice, of shadows and secrets, of evil and those who battle it.
Discover some fascinating trivia in this compilation of 1000 fun facts from the worlds of
science, literature, history, entertainment and more. This book reveals facts you may
never have heard of before such as: which is the most ‘stolen’ book in the world, how
can one marry a dead person, and how did the word ‘dude’ originate?

Aliya may not have inherited her family's patrician looks, but she is as much a
prey to the legends of her family that stretch back to the days of Timur Lang.
Aristocratic and eccentric-the clan has plenty of stories to tell, and secrets to
hide. Like salt and saffron, which both flavor food but in slightly different ways, it
is the small, subtle differences that cause the most trouble in Aliya's family. The
family problems and scandals caused by these minute differences echo the
history of the sub-continent and the story of Partition. A superb storyteller, Kamila
Shamsie writes with warmth and gusto. Through the many anecdotes about
Pakistani family life, she hints at the larger tale of a divided nation. Spanning the
subcontinent from the Muslim invasions to the Partition, this is a magical novel
about the shapes stories can take- turning into myths, appearing in history books
and entering into our lives.
Attributing the origins and development of culture to the ways various societies
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adapt to their particular environments, Harris pits his theory of cultural
materialism against such alternative theories of culture as Wilson's sociobiology
and LeviStrauss's
The boy known as Tor Baz—the black falcon —wanders between tribes. He meets
men who fight under different flags, and women who risk everything if they break
their society’s code of honour. Where has he come from, and where will destiny
take him? Set in the decades before the rise of the Taliban, Jamil Ahmad’s
stunning debut takes us to the essence of human life in the forbidden areas
where the borders of Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan meet. Today the ‘tribal
areas’ are often spoken about as a remote region, a hotbed of conspiracies,
drone attacks and conflict. In The Wandering Falcon, this highly traditional,
honour-bound culture is revealed from the inside for the first time. With rare
tenderness and perception, Jamil Ahmad describes a world of custom and
cruelty, of love and gentleness, of hardship and survival; a fragile, unforgiving
world that is changing as modern forces make themselves known. With the fatedefying story of Tor Baz, he has written an unforgettable novel of insight,
compassion and timeless wisdom. It is true, I am neither a Mahsud nor a Wazir.
But I can tell you as little about who I am as I can about who I shall be. Think of
Tor Baz as your hunting falcon. That should be enough.
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An international literary sensation, this chilling thriller "exposes . . . a world so
dark that readers will come away terrified" (Wall Street Journal, India). An
American journalist has been kidnapped in Karachi, Pakistan, days before the
American president is due to visit. Those responsible have promised to execute
him on video on Christmas Day. With no other leads, Constantine D'Souza, a
Christian police officer, must get his former colleague Akbar Khan, a rogue cop
imprisoned for a crime he didn't commit, to help track down the journalist. But to
do so, he has to navigate the streets of Karachi, where police corruption is a way
of life and political motives are never what they seem. Caught between the
United Front—the militant ruling party—and the Pakistani Intelligence Agencies,
D'Souza is in a race against time to save a man's life and the honor of a nation.
Modeled on true events, The Prisoner is a fast-paced thriller that brings the
byzantine politics and the moral ambiguities of justice in Pakistan to life. With a
gritty authenticity based on personal experience, Omar Hamid reveals a society
where corruption and extremism are commonplace, and the line between good
guys and bad guys is never as clear as we would like.
Seen through the lens of the outsider, Pakistan has often been reduced to a
caricature. Its diversity and resilience have rarely figured in the single-issue focus
of recent literature on the country, be it journalistic or scholarly. This book seeks
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to present an alternate paradigm and to contribute a deeper understanding of the
country's dynamics that may help explain why Pakistan has confounded all the
doomsday scenarios. It brings together an extra-ordinary array of leading
experts, including Ahmed Rashid, Ayesha Jalal and Zahid Hussain, and
practitioners, such as the book's editor, Maleeha Lodhi, Akbar Ahmed and Munir
Akram. Together they debate their country's strengths and weaknesses and offer
ways out of its current predicament. This book provides a picture of how
Pakistanis see themselves and their country's faultlines and spells out ways to
overcome these. Pakistan's political, economic, social, foreign policy and
governance challenges are assessed in detail. So too is the complex interplay
between domestic developments and external factors including great power
interests that are so central to the Pakistan story and explain the vicissitudes in
its fortunes. Lodhi and her contributors contend that Pakistan and its people have
the capacity to transform their country into a stable, modern Muslim state, but
bold reforms will be needed to bring about this outcome.
Hollo always wanted to go out and explore the city, not that she dared... its a
hard life to be made of wood...
In the shadow of the Himalayas, a fantastic saga has begun. With zombie
clowns, flying gods, exotic animals and a curious bunch of children who refuse to
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be defeated... Every summer, twins Shari and Tal Kandhari, sisters Iti and
Trikaya Pillai, and Safir Idris holiday in Devagarh, a village high in the hills of
Kumaon. Here, they've set up the Kumaon Secret Society, or the KSS. This
summer they have a new member: the mysterious Isaac Shroff. Also back in
Devagarh is Mesmerizing Mister Mer, the strange and cruel magician whose
appearance has timed perfectly with the disappearance of all cats from the
village. As the KSS sets out in search of the cats, it reaches the forbidden village
of Yakshagarh, where a whole new world slowly reveals itself to them. In this
world there are cat-hungry rakshasas, warrior statues, yakshas and devas, and a
shadowy Midnight King--all guardians of the two villages. But Mister Mer is
determined to invoke spells best left unsaid and gain untold powers that will
forever destroy the peace not only of the villages and the hills, but the entire
world. Can the members of the KSS discover their hidden superpowers in time
and foil Mister Mer's diabolical plans? The Rise of the Midnight King is an edgy,
action-packed fantasy--full of wit and high adventure--that will enthral and
captivate readers of all ages.
People around the world celebrate different festivals and joyous holidays throughout the year.
Whether it is Christmas, Diwali, or Eid, it is wonderful to see everyone come together and
celebrate the holidays. The Eid Mubarak Storybook is a fun and exciting book that teaches
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children about the traditions of Eid. Join Emaan, Inaaya, Noorah, and their friends as they get
ready to celebrate Eid this year. Read about their exciting Eid plans. We just love the festive
holiday season and learning about different festivals and cultures, dont you?
House of Cards is the story of Mridula, a bright young woman with enormous enthusiasm for
life who hails from a Karnataka village. A chance meeting with Sanjay, a talented but
impoverished doctor, leads to love—and the couple marry and settle in Bangalore. The more
Mridula sees of the world, the more she realizes how selfish and materialistic people can be.
But she does not take the ups and downs of life to heart, and lives each day with positive
energy. Trouble brews when Sanjay quits his government job and starts an immensely
successful private practice. With affluence comes the neverending ambition for more, and the
inevitable slide into corrupt practices. For a long time, Mridula has no idea that Sanjay has sold
his soul; when the truth hits her, she has no recourse but to walk out on him. But can she really
find a space of her own? This intricately woven novel explores human relationships in telling
detail, and holds up a mirror to our society with candour and with conviction.
Dadi, the imperious matriarch of the Bandian family in Karachi, swears by the virtues of
arranged marriage. All her ancestors – including a dentally and optically challenged aunt –
have been perfectly well-served by such arrangements. But her grandchildren are harder to
please. Haroon, the apple of her eye, has to suffer half a dozen candidates until he finds the
perfect Shia-Syed girl of his dreams. But it is Zeba, his sister, who has the tougher time, as she
is accosted by a bevy of suitors, including a potbellied cousin and a banker who reeks of
sesame oil. Told by the witty, hawk-eyed Saleha, the precocious youngest sibling, this is a
romantic, amusing and utterly delightful story about how marriages are made and
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unmade---not in heaven, but in the drawing room and over the phone.
Waking up in a futuristic Mumbai with five snake bites, Meena is compelled to return to her
native Ethiopia by way of a forbidden path spanning the Arabian Sea; while a girl from a
different time, Mariama, flees a traumatic experience to Ethiopia in search of a better life.
80,000 first printing.
Discover a collection of fairy tales unlike the ones you've read before . . . Once upon a time, in
the middle of winter, a King sat at a window and sewed. As he sewed and gazed out onto the
landscape, he pricked his finger with the needle, and three drops of blood fell onto the snow
outside. People have been telling fairy tales to their children for hundreds of years. And for
almost as long, people have been rewriting those fairy tales - to help their children imagine a
world where they are the heroes. Karrie and Jon were reading their child these stories when
they hit upon a dilemma, something previous versions of these stories were missing, and so
they decided to make one vital change.. They haven't rewritten the stories in this book. They
haven't reimagined endings, or reinvented characters. What they have done is switch all the
genders. It might not sound like that much of a change, but you'll be dazzled by the world this
swap creates - and amazed by the new characters you're about to discover.
“A haunting dystopian thriller” from the acclaimed author of A Season for Martyrs— “Fans of
The Handmaid’s Tale won’t want to miss this one” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). In
modern, beautiful Green City, the capital of Southwest Asia, gender selection, war, and
disease have brought the ratio of men to women to alarmingly low levels. The government
uses terror and technology to control its people, and now females must take multiple husbands
to have children as quickly as possible. Yet there are some who resist, women who live in an
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underground collective and refuse to be part of the system. Secretly protected by the highest
echelons of power, they emerge only at night to provide the rich and elite of Green City a type
of commodity no one can buy: intimacy without sex. As it turns out, not even the most
influential men can shield them from discovery and the dangers of ruthless punishment. This
dystopian novel from one of Pakistan’s most talented writers is a modern-day parable, The
Handmaid’s Tale for repressed women in Muslim countries everywhere. Before She Sleeps
takes the patriarchal practices of female seclusion and veiling, gender selection, and control
over women’s bodies, amplifying and distorting them in a truly terrifying way to imagine a
world of post-religious authoritarianism.
Dozakhnama: Conversations in Hell is an extraordinary novel, a biography of Manto and
Ghalib and a history of Indian culture rolled into one. Exhumed from dust, Manto’s
unpublished novel surfaces in Lucknow. Is it real or is it a fake? In this dastan, Manto and
Ghalib converse, entwining their lives in shared dreams. The result is an intellectual journey
that takes us into the people and events that shape us as a culture. As one writer describes it,
‘I discovered Rabisankar Bal like a torch in the darkness of the history of this subcontinent.
This is the real story of two centuries of our own country.’ Rabisankar Bal’s audacious novel,
told by reflections in a mirror and forged in the fires of hell, is both an oral tale and a shield
against oblivion. An echo of distant screams. Inscribed by the devil’s quill, Dozakhnama is an
outstanding performance of subterranean memory.
Should you move on if life gives you a second chance? Aditya Arora spent the last years of
high school watching his first love, Neela, die of cancer. College, he hopes, will be a fresh
start. But when the past comes back to haunt him in the form of his late girlfriend’s father,
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Professor Krishnan, the year soon turns out to be harder than his worst nightmare. Thankfully,
Aditya’s not so far gone that he can’t make friends. With the help of Kaveri, Justin and
Mausammi, he slowly begins building resistance to Krishnan’s spitefulness and anger. As
relationships change equations and academic pressures reach inhuman levels, Aditya learns
some important lessons in trust, acceptance and, of course, moving on. Hopefully, he won’t be
the only one learning them!
2084 bce: In the great city of Mohenjodaro, along the banks of the Indus, a young man named
Prkaa becomes increasingly mistrustful of the growing authority of a cult of priests. 455 ce: In
the fabled university city of Takshasilla, Buddhamitra, a monk, is distressed by how his
colleagues seem to have lost sight of the essence of the Buddha's message of compassion.
1620 ce: During the reign of the Mughal emperor Jahangir, a pair of itinerant fortune seekers
endeavour to swindle the patrician elite, only to find themselves utterly disillusioned. 1857 ce:
Mir Sahib, a wandering minstrel, traverses the realms of human deception even as a rebellion
against the British Raj is advancing across India. 2009 ce: In contemporary Lahore, the widow
Rafiya Begum navigates legal complexities in order to secure her rights and fend off predatory
charlatans. 2084 ce: A scholar revisits the known history of the cataclysmic events that led to
world domination by ruthless international water conglomerates. Across epochs and
civilizations, these are intensely personal journeys that investigate the legitimacy of religion
and authority, and chronicle the ascent of dissent. Snuffing Out the Moon is a dazzling debut
novel that is at once a cry for freedom and a call for resistance.
An exceptional debut novel about a young Muslim war orphan whose family is killed in a
military operation gone wrong, and the American soldier to whom his fate, and survival, is
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bound. Jonas is fifteen when his family is killed during an errant U.S. military operation in an
unnamed Muslim country. With the help of an international relief organization, he is sent to
America, where he struggles to assimilate-foster family, school, a first love. Eventually, he tells
a court-mandated counselor and therapist about a U.S. soldier, Christopher Henderson,
responsible for saving his life on the tragic night in question. Christopher's mother, Rose, has
dedicated her life to finding out what really happened to her son, who disappeared after the
raid in which Jonas' village was destroyed. When Jonas meets Rose, a shocking and painful
secret gradually surfaces from the past, and builds to a shattering conclusion that haunts long
after the final page. Told in spare, evocative prose, The Book of Jonas is about memory, about
the terrible choices made during war, and about what happens when foreign disaster appears
at our own doorstep. It is a rare and virtuosic novel from an exciting new writer to watch.
What does it mean to be an English-language fiction writer in a country that is perpetually on
the brink of disaster? In this first-ever collection of interviews with Pakistani novelists writing in
English, Mushtaq Bilal explores how fictions are informed by the authors' cultural identities. Is it
possible, for instance, to write about Pakistan without self-censoring? How do writers contest
and challenge Western stereotypes of the country? Do they even consciously do that? And
what about challenging Pakistani stereotypes of the West?Providing fresh insights into some of
the most important and politically engaged contemporary fiction to come out of the
subcontinent, Writing Pakistan is essential reading for anyone interested in the art of
storytelling, in books and in Pakistan itself - because to understand a nation, one needs to talk
to those who are writing it.
Being a good parent is a skill that is acquired over time, one that requires constantly adapting
Page 13/18

Bookmark File PDF How It Happened Shazaf Fatima Haider
to the rapidly changing times. In today’s world, where academics, extra-curricular activities
and distractions in the shape of numerous gadgets make heavy demands on children’s time, it
is tough to communicate with them. Dr Anupam Sibal, through his experience as father,
paediatrician and Group Medical Director of Apollo Hospitals Group, outlines his approach to
effectively getting through to children and mastering the art of parenthood. Focusing on the
different values and qualities that make a good person, Dr Sibal has a hands-on approach to
instil each of these in a child. Exploring the crux of parenting, this book asks and answers
whether your child is ready to face the world.
Very few French writers have ventured to write on the social, religious, political and cultural
issues of Pakistani society, but Claudine is an exception. She is one of those writers who not
only made frequent visits to Pakistan but also watched some very sensitive prevailing issues
from a close angle. Her fine sensibilities and eye for detail is a hallmark of her writing skills
which also makes her an accomplished writer. In Hira Mandi her strong pen has beautifully
succeeded in capturing the true identity of the society. Hira Mandi is a remarkable piece where
Claudine has rolled out a tale that would make the readers spellbound. Hira Mandi sounds a
forbidden subject for many who are familiar with the name as it is an area located in the walled
city of Lahore which in its hey days was notoriously known as pleasure seekers' paradise but
Claudine's expressions, portrayal of feelings and glaring social dichotomies are unparallel.
Jaffer Bilgrami Television Journalist, Islamabad (Pakistan)
Forced to become the bride of an inscrutable man from her former village, Zaitoon rebels
against tradition and searches for new meaning in her life
Mother. Woman. Human. What is it like to be a mother in India? Is there only one kind of
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woman as mother or can mothers be as different as chalk and cheese? In this original,
provocative book, Pooja Pande peels off the layers of social propriety to delve deep into the
visceral reality of motherhood, much glorified but barely understood in India. Exploring the
spectrum of experiences mothers have as women, as humans—from ecstasy to depression,
jealous possessiveness to indifference, exhaustion to sensual desire—she reveals the personal,
social and emotional roller-coaster that motherhood can be. Through vignettes of her personal
journey, and hilarious and poignant episodes in the lives of different mothers—married,
divorced, single, queer, adoptive—Pooja celebrates and shines new light on this transformative,
life-affirming experience. Whatever kind of mother you are, you will find your truth reflected in
these pages.
True love never dies. It might vanish, but if it is true, it will always find its way back Twenty-twoyear-old Zarish has everything in life she could ever ask for. She is rich, beautiful and popular.
She and Haroon, her handsome childhood sweetheart, are inseparable until a new finance
professor joins their university-Ahmar Muraad. Every girl in the university has eyes for him. He
is attractive, charming and intellectual. Even Zarish is drawn by his suave personality. But
would he ever be interested in her? Caught in a web of passion, little does Zarish know that
one individual can completely change her perspective towards life. Packed with romance,
drama and tragedy, Undying Affinity will stay in your heart forever.
Amit Chaudhuri's stories range across the astonishing face of the modern Indian subcontinent.
From divorcées about to enter into an arranged marriage to the teenaged poet who develops a
relationship with a lonely widower, from singing teachers to housewives to white-collar
businessmen, Real Time deftly explores the juxtaposition of the new and old worlds in his
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native India. Here are stories as sweet and ironic as they are deft and revealing.
Born of a smokeless fire, and raised in Karachi, Wahid’s life comes apart when he loses the
girl he loves to vengeful djinns. Setting out on a journey to recover her soul and find out the
truth of his own origins, he is accompanied by Iblis, the Devil himself. Together, they traverse a
city infested with corrupt cops and hustling beggars, and discover deathly creatures lurking
under its sinister surface, even as the threat of Judgement Day looms large. Sami Shah’s Boy
of Fire and Earth is a dark, and often funny, novel of great imagination and power.
'Saadat Hasan Manto has a good claim to be considered the greatest South Asian writer of the
20th century... [He] incarnated the exuberance, the madness, the alcoholic delirium of his
time...'--Suketu Mehta, The New York Times This remarkable anthology brings together stories
about Saadat Hasan Manto, essayist, scriptwriter, and a master of the short story, by his
friends, family and rivals--among others, Ismat Chughtai, Upendranath Ashk, Balwant Gargi,
Krishan Chander, his daughter Nuzhat and nephew Hamid Jalal. These are accounts of grand
friendships and quarrels, protracted drinking bouts, cutthroat rivalries in the world of Urdu
letters, and intense engagement with issues of that turbulent age. Together, they form an
unprecedented portrait of the literary and film worlds of the time, and of the great cities of
Bombay, Delhi and Lahore. They also offer a glimpse of the making of a legend even as they
reveal Manto as a complex man of many contradictions. A devoted husband and father, he
was as comfortable at home as he was at prostitutes' quarters, seeking new material.
Generous to a fault, he freely gave away his earnings and often put his family in financial
jeopardy. Fiercely competitive and an outspoken critic of others' writing, he brooked no
criticism of his own, at times choosing to sever ties rather than have his words tampered with.
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And, for much of his adult life, right until the end, Manto was an alcoholic who fiercely
defended his choice to remain one. Honest, frank and personal, at times sentimental, and
critical--even gossipy--at others, the pieces in Manto-Saheb constitute an unparalleled, multifaceted biography of a genius
'By turns terrifying and amusing, this is not a book you want to read before you go to sleep. Or
maybe you do...'--Jerry Pinto Sharmeen's life is disrupted when, after an unexpected tragedy,
she moves into her Nani's rambling ancestral bungalow with her family. She hates this new life:
her mother, Aliya, and Nani fight constantly; her new schoolmates bully her; and the family
retainer, her loving Aziz Bhai, suddenly becomes dominating. The only place where Sharmeen
finds solace is the world of Nani's fantastical stories: tales of Jinn, shapeshifters and other
dastardly creatures. But slowly, unseen forces that had lain dormant for centuries start to
awaken. Sharmeen meets her own personal Jinn, the prankster Jugnu, who reveals her
family's history, a pact one of her ancestors made with the Jinn-world, and also some not-sogood news--and Sharmeen realizes that it is up to her to rescue the adults in her life...
Mysterious, magical and moving, A Firefly in the Dark is a page-turner and a work of fantasy
and soaring imagination that will delight readers of all ages.
In 2012, the world arrived in London for the Olympics...and Ann Morgan went out to meet it.
She read her way around all the globe’s 196 independent countries (plus one extra), sampling
one book from every nation. It wasn't easy. Many languages have next to nothing translated
into English; there are tiny, tucked-away places where very little is written down at all; some
governments don't like to let works of art leak out to corrupt Westerners. Her literary
adventures shed light on the issues that affect us all: personal, political, national and global.
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Using her quest as a starting point, this book explores questions such as: What is cultural
heritage? How do we define national identity? Is it possible to overcome censorship and
propaganda? And how can we celebrate, challenge and change our remarkable world?
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