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With its three-hour-long contests, 162-game seasons, and countless measurable variables, baseball is a sport which lends itself to selfreflection and obsessive analysis. It's a thinking game. It's also a shifting game. Nowhere is this more evident than in the statistical revolution
which has swept through the pastime in recent years, bringing metrics like WAR, OPS, and BABIP into front offices and living rooms alike. So
what's on the horizon for a game that is constantly evolving? Positioned at the crossroads of sabermetrics and cognitive science, The Shift
alters the trajectory of both traditional and analytics-based baseball thought. With a background in clinical psychology as well as experience
in major league front offices, Baseball Prospectus' Russell Carleton illuminates advanced statistics and challenges cultural assumptions,
demonstrating along the way that data and logic need not be at odds with the human elements of baseball—in fact, they're inextricably
intertwined. Covering topics ranging from infield shifts to paradigm shifts, Carleton writes with verve, honesty, and an engaging style, inviting
all those who love the game to examine it deeply and maybe a little differently. Data becomes digestible; intangibles are rendered not only
accessible, but quantifiable. Casual fans and statheads alike will not want to miss this compelling meditation on what makes baseball tick.
Since the first pitch was thrown, MLB has tracked the performance of every team and player, documented every hit and measured every
home run. And while some plays are part of the everyday game, there are moments in baseball when a player's performance reaches a new
level of greatness and new records are made. The Major League Baseball Ultimate Book of Records catalogs the game's most remarkable
achievements, as well as some of the less traditional and quirky stats that all play a part in the game. MLB's team of in-house writers,
researchers and historians have scoured the history of the game and written the most accurate, complete and definitive record of baseball
stats and achievements. Major League Baseball Ultimate Book of Records documents the absolute best of the best and packs each
achievement into this lavishly illustrated book where fans will be treated to never-before-seen photographs of their favourite players. Doublepage spreads will show Henderson racing to second base to claim the stolen base record, while another full color spread celebrates Bond's
crushing hit that set a new threshold for most home-runs. All the records are here, each with an account of events and spectacular
photographs that make this truly the most spectacular baseball book ever published.
Most Yankees fans have taken in a game or two at Yankee Stadium, have seen highlights of stars like Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggio, and
can tell the story of Babe Ruth's called-shot home run in 1932. But only real fans know who designed the team's iconic "NY" logo, have spent
time at the Babe Ruth Museum, or have visited the site of the Yankees' original home ballpark. 100 Things Yankees Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die is the ultimate resource for true fans of the Bronx Bombers. Whether your favorite player is Lou Gehrig, Derek Jeter, or even
Aaron Judge, these are the 100 things all fans need to know and do in their lifetime. In this revised and updated edition, featuring Judge and
the Yankees' exciting next generation, author David Fischer has collected every essential piece of Yankees knowledge and trivia, as well as
must-do activities, and ranks them all from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist as you progress on your way to fan
superstardom.
A flop house, a pumping station, a maid's room, a homeless center, a former brothel, a Richard Meier building, a circus trailer, a sail boat, a
skyscraper, buildings named Esther and Loraine—just a few of the places New Yorkers call home. For the past eight years writer Toni
Schlesinger has been bringing us these "conversation places" in her weekly column in the Village Voice. Through her incisive questioning,
original writing, and comic parallel reveries, Schlesinger creates miniature documentaries on the lives, passions, hopes, and heartbreaks of
many of New York City's millions
The first deaf baseball player joined the pro ranks in 1883. By 1901, four played in the major leagues, most notably outfielder William
"Dummy" Hoy and pitcher Luther "Dummy" Taylor. Along the way, deaf players developed a distinctive approach, bringing visual acuity and
sign language to the sport. They crossed paths with other pioneers, including Moses Fleetwood Walker and Jackie Robinson. This book
recounts their great moments in the game, from the first all-deaf barnstorming team to the only meeting of a deaf batter and a deaf pitcher in
a major league game. The true story--often dismissed as legend--of Hoy, together with umpire "Silk" O'Loughlin, bringing hand signals to
baseball is told.
An exhilarating, splendidly illustrated, entirely new look at the history of baseball: told through the stories of the vibrant and ever-changing
ballparks where the game was and is staged, by the Pulitzer Prize-winning architectural critic. From the earliest corrals of the mid-1800s
(Union Grounds in Brooklyn was a "saloon in the open air"), to the much mourned parks of the early 1900s (Detroit's Tiger Stadium,
Cincinnati's Palace of the Fans), to the stadiums we fill today, Paul Goldberger makes clear the inextricable bond between the American city
and America's favorite pastime. In the changing locations and architecture of our ballparks, Goldberger reveals the manifestations of a
changing society: the earliest ballparks evoked the Victorian age in their accommodations--bleachers for the riffraff, grandstands for the
middle-class; the "concrete donuts" of the 1950s and '60s made plain television's grip on the public's attention; and more recent ballparks, like
Baltimore's Camden Yards, signal a new way forward for stadium design and for baseball's role in urban development. Throughout,
Goldberger shows us the way in which baseball's history is concurrent with our cultural history: the rise of urban parks and public
transportation; the development of new building materials and engineering and design skills. And how the site details and the requirements of
the game--the diamond, the outfields, the walls, the grandstands--shaped our most beloved ballparks. A fascinating, exuberant ode to the
Edens at the heart of our cities--where dreams are as limitless as the outfields.
Baseball historian, Dennis Purdy, performs the feat of marrying statistics, scholarship, biography, trivia, and anecdote to create a massively
pleasurable work.
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry Skrimshander seems destined for big league stardom.
But when a routine throw goes disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's fight against self-doubt threatens to ruin
his future. College president Guert Affenlight, a longtime bachelor, has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love. Owen Dunne, Henry's gay
roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best friend,
realizes he has guided Henry's career at the expense of his own. And Pella Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to Westish after escaping an
ill-fated marriage, determined to start a new life. As the season counts down to its climactic final game, these five are forced to confront their
deepest hopes, anxieties, and secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help one another find their true paths. Written with
boundless intelligence and filled with the tenderness of youth, The Art of Fielding is an expansive, warmhearted novel about ambition and its
limits, about family and friendship and love, and about commitment--to oneself and to others.
The All-American game is highlighted in a collection of offbeat baseball lore, from player's tales and statistical delights to crazy
groundskeepers and famous onlookers, humorously recounted by author during a day at the ballpark with his son.
It starts with a blind date... A blind date with a sexy major league baseball player seems harmless enough. Except Ava Phillips falls hard for
Xavier Monreal and then can't get him to move off first base. He is not boyfriend material... Xavier has some family issues that need resolving
before he's boyfriend material for anyone. He also has a stubborn streak that keeps Ava at arm's length. Their passion won't be enough if
they both dig their heels in. Time and again their agendas clash. Ava has personal goals that keep her from spending much time with Xavier.
Meanwhile, Xavier needs to get his head out of his ass if he wants to earn her respect. Major league baseball is a demanding sport not
conducive to long-term relationships. Only the strongest can survive. Welcome to the Spring Training series by best-selling author Becca
Jameson. Spring Training follows the lives of several major league baseball players as they deal with the fame and reality of life and love.
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This third book in the series, Catching Ava, features the third baseman as he meets the perfect sweet, innocent, younger woman while
dealing with a family crisis.
"Joe Morgan again shows himself a rare bird: an ex-jock with savvy and the ability to communicate it." —People "This book has something for
everybody, from longtime fans to Little Leaguers." —New York Newsday Baseball For Dummies, Third Edition, is for baseball fans at all levels,
from players and coaches to spectators who love the game. Baseball Hall of Fame player and ESPN baseball analyst Joe Morgan explains
baseball with remarkable insight, using down-to-earth language so everyone from the casual observer to the die-hard fan can gain a fuller
appreciation of the sport. This updated edition features: Everything you need to know about the game, from what it takes to play each position
and how to hit and run the bases to what to watch for in the game and how to appreciate the finer points of the sport Coverage of new star
players, new stadiums, and game milestones The lowdown on today’s baseball Web resources The latest on stats and sabermetrics The
inside story on the new steroid rules From how to throw a knuckleball or hit an inside pitch to how to keep a scorecard or pick a winning
fantasy league team, Morgan covers all the bases, showing you how to get the most out of the game. You’ll see how to: Improve your hitting,
pitching, and fielding Find a team to play on, from Little League on up Evaluate stats, players, and records Coach or umpire effectively Get
more out of a trip to the ballpark Complete with Morgan’s personal lists of top-ten pitchers, fielders, and relievers, as well as new quotes from
Derek Jeter and Keith Hernandez, Baseball For Dummies gives you all the inside tips, facts, and stats so you can play like a Major Leaguer!
From Zack Hample’s The Baseball, this is the definitive, always-entertaining, never-fail guide to successfully snagging baseballs at Major
League games. Luck—or hard work and skill? Zack Hample has caught more than 7,600 baseballs from the stands of 51 major league
stadiums. His snags include Mike Trout’s first career home run and Barry Bonds’s 724th; the last homer hit by a Met at Shea Stadium; and a
regular old Cubs-Reds contest from which Hample walked away with 36 balls. You, too, can do what Zack does, whether you’re at Opening
Day batting practice or Game 7 of the World Series. From a baseball expert and skilled raconteur, “The Art of Snag” tells you what to wear,
how to talk, where to go, and what exactly you need to do to become the (Skillful? Just plain prepared? Either way, legal) proud owner of a
Major League baseball. An eBook short.
In time for the 50th anniversary of the Mets' miraculous 1969 World Series win, right fielder Ron Swoboda tells the story of that amazing
season, the people he played with and against (sometimes at the same time), and what life was like as an Every Man ballplayer. Ron
Swoboda wasn’t the greatest player the Mets ever had, but he made the greatest catch in Met history, saving a game in the 1969 World
Series, and his RBI clinched the final game. By Met standards that makes him legend. The Mets even use a steel silhouette of the catch as a
backing for the right field entrance sign at Citi Field. In this smart, funny, insightful memoir, which is as self-deprecating as a lifetime .249
hitter has to be, he tells the story of that magical year nearly game by game, revealing his struggles, his triumphs and what life was like for an
every day, Every Man player, even when he was being platooned. He shows what it took to make one of the worst teams in baseball and
what it was like to leave one of the best. And when he talks about the guys he played with and against, it’s like you’re sitting next to him on
the team bus, drinking Rheingold. Here's the Catch is a book anyone who loves the game will love as much.
In this book, author Tina Schwartz discusses many matters that are not often presented in guides to writing and publishing, such as the
importance of mentors and critique groups, as well as courses and extracurricular activities that can be of great help to the up-and-coming
teen author. The book explores various writing careers and the basics of publishing and marketing, including how to write query letters.
Schwartz also provides tips on writing both fiction and nonfiction, as well as genres a new author can explore, like poetry and songwriting.
This book chronicles the history of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League and the stories of the first women to play professional
baseball in a league of their own. In 1941, the world was at war, and with able-bodied American men fighting overseas, professional baseball
was in danger of becoming a quaint relic—until women stepped up to the plate. In this heartwarming illustrated history, the League's story is
told by the ones who know it best: the players. Author Anika Orrock collects a variety of funny, charming, wince-worthy, and powerful
vignettes told by the players themselves about their time playing the American pastime. • Features stories of grit and perseverance against
all odds, told by the players themselves • Filled with player statistics, historical beats, headlines, and more; and fully illustrated in Anika's
vibrant style • A visually engaging, readable women-led history book Written in an approachable manner and beautifully illustrated, The
Incredible Women of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League is a one-of-a-kind story told through the women's own voices and
their own perspectives. This book ultimately proves that the incredible women of the AAGPBL truly were in a league of their own. • A unique
celebration of a specific moment in women's and sports history • A great read for experienced and new sports fans alike, readers young and
old, baseball fans • Perfect accompaniment to books like Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World by Rachel
Ignotofsky, Strong is the New Pretty by Kate T. Parker, and Rad American Women A-Z: Rebels, Trailblazers, and Visionaries who Shaped
Our History . . . and Our Future! by Kate Schatz
Illustrates advice from experts to help dads impress and teach their children sporting knowledge and skills including baseball, lacrosse, and
skateboarding.

Examines the history of the baseball, including how it is made and the reasons behind fans' quest to own a ball, and offer tips on
how to catch one at a major league park.
The author, who has acquired more than 1000 baseballs at major league baseball games, offers advice on the many ways to get
balls at games.
USA TODAY BESTSELLER • “A must-read for fans of second-chance love stories . . . the perfect balance of sweet, sexy, and
wonderfully romantic.”—Lauren Layne Welcome to The Buoys, a West Coast haven where love comes in with the tide. The Fishing
for Trouble series features three unforgettable brothers, each of whom is a great catch. RITA FINALIST—CONTEMPORARY
ROMANCE: MID-LENGTH Major league pitcher Liam O’Donnell knows his best days are probably behind him, but that doesn’t
mean he’s ready to retire and become a fishing guide. Still, after all the time he’s spent chasing his dreams, he owes it to his
brothers to pull his weight around the lodge. The Buoys is their father’s legacy, and they can’t let some developer take it from
them. The one snag Liam isn’t counting on is a blast from the past: his ex-wife. The moment Kate Hadley steps out of the
seaplane, she knows this assignment is going to be trickier than she thought. She has to persuade the owners to sell—and one of
them is Liam O’Donnell. Ten years ago, she made the biggest mistake of her life when she married Liam during a fling in Vegas.
Now he’s her only lifeline in the middle of nowhere. Kate’s trying to keep things cool, but Liam reminds her of the scorching few
nights they spent together—and tempts her to make new memories that are just as steamy as the old. Praise for Off the Hook “A
must-read for fans of second-chance love stories, Off the Hook is the perfect balance of sweet, sexy, and wonderfully
romantic.”—USA Today bestselling author Lauren Layne “Off the Hook is an entertaining, funny, and sexy second-chance
romance. Laura Drewry struck the right balance between the heavier, more serious or emotional parts with humor and heat. . . .
Fans of Kimberly Lang, Jenna Sutton, and Marie Force will enjoy Off the Hook.”—Harlequin Junkie “Drewry kicks off another
sweet, fun and sexy series. Off the Hook is a second-chance romance filled with emotion, easy-to-relate-to characters, witty
dialogue and a smooth-flowing plot that had me hooked.”—TJ Loves to Read “I absolutely love Laura Drewry’s writing style. She
reminds me a lot of Jill Shalvis. . . . If you enjoy heavily family-oriented romances with just the right amount of angst, a touch of
Page 2/5

Access Free How To Snag Major League Baseballs More Than 100 Tested Tips That Really Work
sexy and a true romantic feel, this is a book, and an author, that you should definitely pick up.”—Fiction Fangirls “Off the Hook was
well written, well paced, relevant, emotive, and engrossing. I adored these characters and fretted for them, cheered them on, and
smiled and sighed with their pleasure.”—Books and Bindings Includes a special message from the editor, as well as an excerpt
from another Loveswept title.
Being a Yankees fan is about more than watching the team win multiple World Series, and this book helps fans get the most out of
it. Taking 110 years of Yankees history, the book distills it to the absolute best and most compelling moments, identifying the
personalities, events, and facts every Yankees fan should know without hesitation. Numbers with huge import, such as 3, 7, and
56; nicknames such as Babe, Iron Man, and Yankee Clipper; plus memorable moments, singular achievements, and signature
calls all highlight the list. Experiences are another important part of the fabric of being a fan, so the book also includes things
Yankees fans should actually see and do before they join Mickey Mantle and others at the Pearly Gates. From taking in a brew at
the best Yankees bars across the country to visiting the Babe Ruth Museum in Baltimore and enjoying the highlights of the new
Yankee Stadium, this book contains numerous tips and suggestions for enjoying all aspects of being a Yankees fan.
Buzz Meyers grew up in the 1960s, so it should be no surprise what hes all about: baseball, sex, rock n rolland baseball. Toiling at
different jobs, he cant help but think how wonderful it would be to work at a ballpark, and he gets his chance when he becomes the
sales and concessions manager for the Hampton Roads Monitors, a minor-league team near Virginia Beach. He might not be a
player, but this is the next best thing, and while he puts in long hours, he also gets the chance to party and meet baseball legends,
upcoming stars, and a cast of unforgettable characters. The longer he stays in the business, the more he realizes hes partying a
little too much, and he starts trying new things, including giving back to his community, lecturing, acting, singing, and even hosting
his own radio show. When he runs for elected office at the same time his team is engaged in a heated pennant race, he has no
idea what to expect. But no matter what happens, he can bask in the satisfaction of having lived a major-league life in the minors.
Newly expanded and revised edition of bestseller about changing from a program-based church to a church making disciples
Propounding his "small ball theory" of sports literature, George Plimpton proposed that "the smaller the ball, the more formidable
the literature." Of course he had the relatively small baseball in mind, because its literature is formidable--vast and varied,
instructive, often wildly entertaining, and occasionally brilliant. From this bewildering array of baseball books, Ron Kaplan has
chosen 501 of the best, making it easier for fans to find just the books to suit them (or to know what they're missing). From
biography, history, fiction, and instruction to books about ballparks, business, and rules, anyone who loves to read about baseball
will find in this book a companionable guide, far more fun than a reference work has any right to be.
Becoming Big League is the story of Seattle's relationship with major league baseball from the 1962 World's Fair to the completion
of the Kingdome in 1976 and beyond. Bill Mullins focuses on the acquisition and loss, after only one year, of the Seattle Pilots and
documents their on-the-field exploits in lively play-by-play sections. The Pilots' underfunded ownership, led by Seattle's Dewey and
Max Soriano and William Daley of Cleveland, struggled to make the team a success. They were savvy baseball men, but they
made mistakes and wrangled with the city. By the end of the first season, the team was in bankruptcy. The Pilots were sold to a
contingent from Milwaukee led by Bud Selig, who moved the franchise to Wisconsin and rechristened the team the Brewers.
Becoming Big League describes the character of Seattle in the 1960s and 1970s, explains how the operation of a major league
baseball franchise fits into the life of a city, charts Seattle's long history of fraught stadium politics, and examines the business of
baseball. Watch the trailer:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hwhl5sLoQs&list=UUge4MONgLFncQ1w1C_BnHcw&index=1&feature=plcp
An obsessed baseball fan celebrates his love of the American pastime while sharing important information on the ins and outs of the game,
from the difference between a split finger fastball and a forkball, why the first-base coach uses a stopwatch, incredible feats, obscure rules,
pitching and hitting, fielding, umpires, and more. Original.
The national pastime’s rich history and vast cache of statistics have provided fans and researchers a gold mine of narrative and data since
the late 19th century. Many books have been written about Major League Baseball’s most famous games. This one takes a different
approach, focusing on MLB’s most historically significant games. Some will be familiar to baseball scholars, such as the October afternoon in
1961 when Roger Maris eclipsed Babe Ruth’s single-season home run record, or the compelling sixth game of the 1975 World Series. Other
fascinating games are less well known: the day at the Polo Grounds in 1921, when a fan named Reuben Berman filed a lawsuit against the
New York Giants, winning fans the right to keep balls hit into the stands; the first televised broadcast of an MLB game in 1939; opening night
of the Houston Astrodome in 1965, when spectators no longer had to be taken out to the ballgame; or the spectator-less April 2015 OriolesWhite Sox game, played in an empty stadium in the wake of the Baltimore riots. Each game is listed in chronological order, with detailed
historical background and a box score.
Chicken soup for the baseball lover's soul -- the inimitable Vince Staten takes you out to the ol' ballgame and answers all the baseball
questions your dad hoped you wouldn't ask.
The Baseball is a salute to the ball, filled with insider trivia, anecdotes, and generations of ball-induced insanity. Which Hall of Famer once
caught a ball dropped from an airplane? Why do balls get stamped with invisible ink? What’s the best ticket to buy for catching a foul ball?
Which part of the ball once came from dog food companies? How could a 10,000-year-old glacier help a pitcher grip the ball? In this
enlightening, entertaining, and often wildly funny book, Zack Hample shares ballpark legends and lore, explores the history of the baseball
souvenir craze, and also details the evolution of the ball, Finally, Hample—who has snagged more than 4,600 balls from 48 different major
league stadiums—offers up his secret methods for snagging your own ball from major league games. Features a ballhawk glossary, profiles of
legendary ballhawks, top 10 lists, and black-and-white photos throughout.
"The business of baseball and player transactions by David Ball"-- t.p.
Boys' Life is the official youth magazine for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature,
sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.
An unprecedented look inside the world of baseball scouting and evaluation from two of the industry's top prospect analysts For the modern
Major League team, player evaluation is a complex, multi-pronged, high-tech pursuit. But far from becoming obsolete in this environment—as
Michael Lewis' Moneyball once forecast—the role of the scout in today's game has evolved and even expanded. Rather than being the
antithesis of a data-driven approach, scouting now represents an essential analytical component in a team's arsenal. Future Value is a
thorough dive into baseball's changing world of talent acquisition and development, a world with its own language, methods, metrics, and
madness. From rural high schools to elite amateur showcases, from the back fields of spring training to major league draft rooms, Eric
Longenhagen and Kiley McDaniel break down the key systems and techniques used to assess talent. It's a process that has moved beyond
the quintessential stopwatches and radar guns to include statistical models, countless measurable indicators, and a broader international
reach. ?Practical and probing, discussing wide-ranging topics from tool grades to front office politics, this is an illuminating exploration of how
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to watch baseball and see the future.
The definitive insider story of the cheating scandal that rocked Major League Baseball in 2019, bringing down high-profile coaches and
players, and exposing a long-rumored "sign-stealing" dark side of baseball. By the fall of 2019, most teams around Major League Baseball
suspected that the Houston Astros had been stealing signs for several years. The Astros had won the 2017 World Series and made the
playoffs the next two seasons. All the while, opponents felt that Houston's hitters knew what pitches were coming. The ensuing scandal
rivaled that of the 1919 "Black Sox" and the more recent steroid era, and became one of the most significant that the game had ever seen.
The fallout ensnared many other teams, either as victims, alleged cheaters or both. The Los Angeles Dodgers felt robbed of a World Series
title, and fended off accusations about their organization. Same for the New York Yankees. The Boston Red Sox were soon under
investigation themselves. The New York Mets lost a promising manager before he ever managed a game. Andy Martino, an award-winning
journalist who has covered Major League Baseball for more than a decade, has broken numerous stories about the Astros and sign-stealing
in baseball. In Cheated, Martino takes readers behind the scenes and into the heart of the events that shocked the baseball world. With
inside access to the people directly involved, Martino breaks down not only exactly what happened and when, but reveals the fascinating
explanations of why it all came about. The nuance and detail of the scandal reads like a true sports whodunnit. How did otherwise good
people like Astros' manager A.J. Hinch, bench coach Alex Cora and veteran leader Carlos Beltran find themselves on the wrong side of clear
ethical lines? And did they even know when those lines had been crossed? Cheated is an explosive, electrifying read.

**Revised Edition** - Includes a NEW Spring Training Section with tips that will help you take home baseballs, autographs and
much more!Have you ever gone to a baseball game hoping to catch a baseball or get an autograph? Veteran "Ballhawk", John
Witt, has grabbed more than 4,850 baseballs at professional baseball games. John has also collected a wide variety of
memorabilia items and 1000's of autographs. With all of the great experiences that John has had over the years he has put
together a book of stories, tips and information that will help the you acquire a "Piece of the Game"! -- Inside The Book --About the
Author (John Witt) -How It All Began - How John got started on this obsession -The Essentials - What you need -Plan of Attack The when, where, why and how that will help you snag major league baseballs and autographs during your day at the ballpark
-Spring Training (NEW!) - My 2008 "Pieces Of The Game"(photos) -"Ballhawking 101" - Go to a game with John! New York Times Bestseller After twenty consecutive losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale was low, the club's
payroll ranked near the bottom of the sport, game attendance was down, and the city was becoming increasingly disenchanted
with its team. Pittsburghers joked their town was the city of champions...and the Pirates. Big Data Baseball is the story of how the
2013 Pirates, mired in the longest losing streak in North American pro sports history, adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the
drought, make the playoffs, and turn around the franchise's fortunes. Award-winning journalist Travis Sawchik takes you behind
the scenes to expertly weave together the stories of the key figures who changed the way the small-market Pirates played the
game. For manager Clint Hurdle and the front office staff to save their jobs, they could not rely on a free agent spending spree,
instead they had to improve the sum of their parts and find hidden value. They had to change. From Hurdle shedding his oldschool ways to work closely with Neal Huntington, the forward-thinking data-driven GM and his team of talented analysts; to
pitchers like A. J. Burnett and Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to Russell Martin, the undervalued catcher whose
expert use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing helped the team's pitchers turn more balls into strikes; to Clint Barmes, a
solid shortstop and one of the early adopters of the unconventional on-field shift which forced the entire infield to realign into
positions they never stood in before. Under Hurdle's leadership, a culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he
successfully blended whiz kid analysts with graybeard coaches—a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was unique to the sport. Big
Data Baseball is Moneyball on steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening underdog story that uses the 2013 Pirates season as
the perfect lens to examine the sport's burgeoning big-data movement. With the help of data-tracking systems like PitchF/X and
TrackMan, the Pirates collected millions of data points on every pitch and ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports that
revealed groundbreaking insights for how to win more games without spending a dime. In the process, they discovered that most
batters struggled to hit two-seam fastballs, that an aggressive defensive shift on the field could turn more batted balls into outs,
and that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All these data points which aren't immediately visible to players and
spectators, are the bit of magic that led the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the 2013 season in second place, end a twentyyear losing streak.
This smart and funny fan’s guide to baseball explains the ins and outs of pitching, hitting, running, and fielding, while offering
insider trivia and anecdotes that will appeal to anyone—whether you're a major league couch potato, life-long season ticket-holder,
or a beginner. What is the difference between a slider and a curveball? At which stadium did “The Wave” first make an
appearance? How do some hitters use iPods to improve their skills? Which positions are never played by lefties? Why do some
players urinate on their hands? Combining the narrative voice and attitude of Michael Lewis with the compulsive brilliance of
Schott’s Miscellany, Watching Baseball Smarter will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the sport–no matter what your
level of expertise. Features an glossary of baseball slang, an appendix of important baseball stats, and an appendix of uniform
numbers.
Between 1951 and 1989, Congress held a series of hearings to investigate the antitrust aspects of professional sports leagues.
Among the concerns: ownership control of players, restrictions on new franchises, territorial protection, and other cartel-like
behaviors. In The Big Leagues Go to Washington, David Surdam chronicles the key issues that arose during the hearings and the
ways opposing sides used economic data and theory to define what was right, what was feasible, and what was advantageous to
one party or another. As Surdam shows, the hearings affected matters as fundamental to the modern game as broadcasting
rights, player drafts and unions, league mergers, and the dominance of the New York Yankees. He also charts how lawmakers
from the West and South pressed for the relocation of ailing franchises to their states and the ways savvy owners dodged
congressional interference when they could and adapted to it when necessary.
A biography emphasizing the childhood of the baseball legend who became the first African American to play Major League
baseball.
Riverfront Stadium, which opened in 1970, hosted the greatest team in Cincinnati Reds baseball history. In fact, the Big Red
Machine was one of the greatest teams in all of Major League baseball history. Johnny Bench, Joe Morgan, Pete Rose and
company won two World Series championships, four National League pennants, and made six post-season appearances in a
single decade. Riverfront Stadium: Home of the Big Red Machine captures all of the glory of the 1970s, as well as other legendary
moments in the ballpark's 32-year history, with nearly 200 classic photographs and narrative that brings the author's knowledge of
baseball and love for the game to every page.
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This work takes a look at the cases that have had a significant influence on the game of baseball, such as Flood v. Kuhn and
Garvey v. MLB, which either made it to the U.S. Supreme Court or brought up major legal issues in baseball. Also included are
cases that explore legal issues in baseball but are not as well known and cases that appear in most sports law books. For each
case, the historical and legal significance of the decision is discussed.
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