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*Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Biography* *Winner of the 2020 National Book Critics Circle Award* *Winner of the PEN/Jacqueline Bograd
Weld Award for Biography* A “captivating” (The Washington Post) work of history that explores the life of an unconventional woman during
the first half of the 19th century in Edo—the city that would become Tokyo—and a portrait of a city on the brink of a momentous encounter with
the West. The daughter of a Buddhist priest, Tsuneno was born in a rural Japanese village and was expected to live a traditional life much
like her mother’s. But after three divorces—and a temperament much too strong-willed for her family’s approval—she ran away to make a life
for herself in one of the largest cities in the world: Edo, a bustling metropolis at its peak. With Tsuneno as our guide, we experience the
drama and excitement of Edo just prior to the arrival of American Commodore Perry’s fleet, which transformed Japan. During this pivotal
moment in Japanese history, Tsuneno bounces from tenement to tenement, marries a masterless samurai, and eventually enters the service
of a famous city magistrate. Tsuneno’s life provides a window into 19th-century Japanese culture—and a rare view of an extraordinary woman
who sacrificed her family and her reputation to make a new life for herself, in defiance of social conventions. “A compelling story, traced with
meticulous detail and told with exquisite sympathy” (The Wall Street Journal), Stranger in the Shogun’s City is “a vivid, polyphonic portrait of
life in 19th-century Japan [that] evokes the Shogun era with panache and insight” (National Review of Books).
Warrior. Samurai. Legend. When Yasuke arrived in Japan in the late 1500s, he had already traversed much of the known world. Kidnapped
as a child in Northeast Africa, he served as a bodyguard to the head of the Jesuits in Asia, traveling to India and China, and eventually
arriving in Japan, where everything would change. Most Japanese people had never seen an African man before. Some believed he was a
god. Others saw him as the black-skinned Buddha. Among those drawn to him was Lord Nobunaga, head of the most powerful clan in Japan,
who made Yasuke a samurai in his court. Soon, Yasuke was learning the traditions of martial arts and ascending the upper echelons of
Japanese society, where he would live on to become a legend for the centuries to come.
This book examines Sat? Naotake's remarkable and long career at the crossroads of Imperial Japan, emphasizing his role in maintaining the
Neutrality Pact with the Soviet Union and in promoting the United Nations.
Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have been a samurai. But his story is legend in this real-life saga. This epic warrior tale reads like a novel,
but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in Japanese history. When Yoshitsune was just a baby, his father went to war with a rival
samurai family—and lost. His father was killed, his mother captured, and his surviving half-brother banished. Yoshitsune was sent away to live
in a monastery. Skinny, small, and unskilled in the warrior arts, he nevertheless escaped and learned the ways of the samurai. When the time
came for the Minamoto clan to rise up against their enemies, Yoshitsune answered the call. His daring feats and impossible bravery earned
him immortality.
Part Samurai history, part martial arts guide, this is THE book for anyone interested in Japan's fabled Samurai culture. Author Alexander
Bennett is the ultimate insider—holding multiple black belts in Kendo and Naginata, as well as a Ph.D. in Japanese literature and history. In
this book he shares his vast personal experience and knowledge with readers seeking to undertake their own personal quest in the Japanese
martial arts. Bennett outlines the Japanese history of Bushido and the Samurai—from early times up until the present. Then, as only someone
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steeped in this world can, he surveys the contemporary martial arts scene and provides the essential knowledge young foreigners need to
find a teacher and learn successfully. Unlike any other book on this subject, Japan The Ultimate Samurai Guide is written by a Japanese
speaker who has studied and taught martial arts in Japan for many decades. Chapters include: The Real Samurai The Concept of Bushido
Development of the Japanese Martial Arts Martial Arts Masters You Should Know About Budo in Japan Today Key Martial Arts Concepts Life
in a Japanese Dojo A Japan Survival Guide Written in a down-to-earth and easy-to-read style, this book will captivate anyone interested in
Japan, as well as martial arts teachers and practitioners around the world. With both history and humor, this vividly illustrated book has a
more personal touch than many (for example, read up on "Fifteen Famous Japanese Cultural Indiosyncrasies" and Bennett's favorite martial
arts movies). As Bennett says, "This book is supposed to be genuinely from the heart. Without the pretense…misconceptions or romantization
that often accompanies martial arts."
If you want to discover the captivating history of ancient Japan, then keep reading... Japan, the country of the rising sun, is today known as
one of the most prosperous and technologically advanced nations despite not having many natural resources. It is full of hardworking, ethical
people that live with a mix of old-time traditions and new-age progressive lifestyles. It's the land of famed and virtuous samurai warriors, for
whom loyalty is everything, and of legendary and adept ninja assassins, capable of bypassing any obstacle. No less famed is Japanese art,
unique in its style and form, from short haiku songs to breathtaking watercolor paintings, both amazingly vivid and simplistic in form. It's the
country of Buddhist Zen masters, who were wise and spiritual, symbols of moderation and morality. At the same time, it's the culture of
geishas, who represented indulgence, entertainment, and corporeal desires. Today, it is one of the most liberal and democratic countries, yet
it still has an emperor on the throne and a long tradition of sh?guns, who were more or less military dictators. All in all, Japan seems to be a
country of paradoxes and oppositions, of yin and yang. Yet it doesn't seem to suffer from it; instead, it is thriving, growing, and developing,
and it has been doing so for a long time. From those contradictions, a sense of unity and pride arose, guiding Japanese history and
civilizational development through the ages, leaving an unquestionable mark on the world heritage and mankind. But this is only the surface
of an astonishing culture that deserves a deeper look. This guide will lead you into that dive, showing how those characteristics synonymous
with the Japanese civilization gradually appeared, formed, and transformed through time. Learning about Japan's history, its past failures and
successes and how they shaped their nation, will also illuminate how this civilization developed, while at the same time presenting a full array
of interesting stories, persons, and events. In Ancient Japan: A Captivating Guide to the Ancient History of Japan, Their Ancient Civilization,
and Japanese Culture, Including Stories of the Samurai, you will discover topics such as Origins of Imperial Japan and Its People Birth of
Imperial Japan and Its Culture History of Classical Japan Early Medieval Japan Late Medieval Japan Japanese Society Warriors of Ancient
Japan Religious Life in Japan Japanese Culture And much, much more! So if you want to learn more about ancient Japan, scroll up and click
the "add to cart" button!
"A book about the samurai from their origins to their disappearance. It dispels a lot of myths about the samurai one might encounter in
popular culture. It describes samurai life, work, philosophy, and warfare as it changed over time from the eighth to the nineteenth century. It
covers what samurai were doing when they weren't fighting, and how women and families played a role in forming the samurai class. I also
describe how samurai struggled with the crisis of becoming sword-wearing bureaucrats instead of mighty warriors from the seventeenth
through nineteenth centuries"-The Lost Samurai reveals the greatest untold story of Japan’s legendary warrior class, which is that for almost a hundred years Japanese
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samurai were employed as mercenaries in the service of the kings of Siam, Cambodia, Burma, Spain and Portugal, as well as by the
directors of the Dutch East India Company. The Japanese samurai were used in dramatic assault parties, as royal bodyguards, as staunch
garrisons and as willing executioners. As a result, a stereotypical image of the fierce Japanese warrior developed that had a profound
influence on the way they were regarded by their employers. Whilst the Southeast Asian kings tended to employ samurai on a long-term
basis as palace guards, their European employers usually hired them on a temporary basis for specific campaigns. Also, whereas the
Southeast Asian monarchs tended to trust their well-established units of Japanese mercenaries, the Europeans, whilst admiring them, also
feared them. In every European example a progressive shift in attitude may be discerned from initial enthusiasm to great suspicion that the
Japanese might one day turn against them, as illustrated by the long-standing Spanish fear of an invasion of the Philippines by Japan
accompanied by a local uprising. It also suggested that if, during the 1630s, Japan had chosen engagement with Southeast Asia rather than
isolation from it, the established presence of Japanese communities overseas may have had a profound influence on the subsequent
development of international relations within the area, perhaps even seeing the early creation of an overseas Japanese empire that would
have provided a rival to Great Britain. Instead Japan closed its doors, leaving these fierce mercenaries stranded in distant countries never to
return: lost samurai indeed!

"Nimura paints history in cinematic strokes and brings a forgotten story to vivid, unforgettable life." —Arthur Golden, author of
Memoirs of a Geisha In 1871, five young girls were sent by the Japanese government to the United States. Their mission: learn
Western ways and return to help nurture a new generation of enlightened men to lead Japan. Raised in traditional samurai
households during the turmoil of civil war, three of these unusual ambassadors—Sutematsu Yamakawa, Shige Nagai, and Ume
Tsuda—grew up as typical American schoolgirls. Upon their arrival in San Francisco they became celebrities, their travels and
traditional clothing exclaimed over by newspapers across the nation. As they learned English and Western customs, their
American friends grew to love them for their high spirits and intellectual brilliance. The passionate relationships they formed reveal
an intimate world of cross-cultural fascination and connection. Ten years later, they returned to Japan—a land grown foreign to
them—determined to revolutionize women’s education. Based on in-depth archival research in Japan and in the United States,
including decades of letters from between the three women and their American host families, Daughters of the Samurai is
beautifully, cinematically written, a fascinating lens through which to view an extraordinary historical moment.
The man who came to be known as Yasuke arrived in Japan in the 16th century, an indentured mercenary arriving upon one of the
Portuguese ships carrying a new language, a new religion, and an introduction to the slave trade. Curiously tall, bald, massively
built and black skinned, he was known as a steadfast bodyguard of immense strength and stature, and swiftly captured the
interest, and thence the trust, of the most powerful family in all of Japan. Two years later, he vanished.Yasuke is the story of a
legend more than 400 years old that still captures the imagination of people across the world. It brings to life a little known side of
Japan - a gripping narrative about an extraordinary figure in a fascinating time and place.
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict scenes: His recounting of the Korean invasion led by samurai
and daimyo Toyotomi Hideyoshi reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a samurai primer, Clements' guide will keep you on the
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hook' Japan Times, reviewed as part of an Essential Reading for Japanophiles series From a leading expert in Japanese history,
this is one of the first full histories of the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai emerged as a warrior caste in
Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence on the history and culture of the country from the next 500 years. Clements
also looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th centuries and how the caste was finally demolished in
the advent of the mechanized world.
The world of the samurai, the legendary elite warrior cult of old Japan, has for too long been associated solely with military history
and has largely remained a mystery. In this exciting new book, Stephen Turnbull, the world's leading authority on the samurai,
goes beyond the battlefield to paint a picture of the samurai as they really were. The world of the samurai warrior is revealed to be
one of great richness, with familiar topics such as the cult of suicide, ritualised revenge and the lore of the samurai sword being
seen in the context of an all-encompassing warrior culture that was expressed through art and poetry as much as through
violence.
Japanese swords, particularly those wielded by famous samurai warriors, hold a continuing fascination for collectors of fine arts
and historical military weapons. This book is designed to enhance one's appreciation for the wide variety of Japanese swords (as
well as their related polearms), their manufacture and their preservation. A fascinating opening chapter explains how the elite
Samurai class dominated Japan for more than a thousand years, how technological and ideological advances overtook the
Samurai in the 1860s, heralding a more up-to-date political and military system of governance, and how such changes affected
Samurai sword design and manufacture. Subsequent chapters present topics of greatest relevance to today's sword collector:
namely, the modern Japanese sword; different types of swords and their construction and testing; collecting and studying
Japanese swords (and the tremendously important etiquette involved); and techniques of preserving and polishing swords. This
book is beautifully illustrated with paintings, photographs, drawings, and maps. In addition, there is an in-depth glossary and useful
tables explaining Japanese calligraphic symbols relating to swords, both of great value to the collector.
Illustrations and text trace the development of samurai arms from their earliest beginning to the ceremonial armor of the Tokugawa
era
A History of the Samurai tells the complete story of Japan's legendary warrior class from beginning to end—an epic tale of intrigue,
bloodshed and bravery that is central to an understanding of the Japanese character and of Japanese history. It describes in detail
the core Samurai philosophy of Bushido—"the way of the warrior"—a complex code of conduct embracing ideals of honor and loyalty
that continues to govern the Japanese way of life today. Historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera offers a compelling look at these
enigmatic warriors including: The lives of famous Samurai—Miyamoto Musashi, Japan's greatest swordsman; Tomoe Gozen, the
woman who became a Samurai; Tokugawa Ieyasu, the last Shogun; and many more The tragic tale of the 47 Ronin who chose
honor over their own lives and were forced to commit ritual suicide after avenging their fallen master The philosophy of Bushido,
"the Way of the Warrior," the code of conduct that embraced the ideals of honor and loyalty and governed the Samurai way of
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living The decline of the Samurai and their transformation from rough, battle-hardened warriors to highly educated philosopherpoets Illustrated with 125 archival prints and photos, the nobility and grandeur of the Samurai is brilliantly showcased in this book.
Readers will enjoy immersing themselves in the Samurai's world, as historian Jonathan Lopez-Vera traces the fascinating story of
the rise and fall of these enigmatic warriors throughout Japanese history.
This lengthy bio-documentary follows the author's exploits into the heart of Japan in his attempt to learn their history and evolution
into a "modern" society, without the common "alien" viewpoint with which most foreigners unwittingly bias their historical
understanding. Published near the end of the 19th century, this book provides an excellent lens with which to view the Japanese
sociopolitical transformation.
A history of Japan from ancient times to today explores Japan's impact on the modern world and examines its unique past and
culture to explain its achievements and responses to world events.
An account of the author's two grandfathers--a provincial samurai and founder of the Meiji government and an enterprising
developer of the silk trade with America
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from ancient teenage priest-queens to teeming hordes of salarymen,
a nation that once sought to conquer China, yet also shut itself away for two centuries in self-imposed seclusion. First revealed to
Westerners in the chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a legendary faraway land defended by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and
ruled by a divine sovereign. It was the terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a fertile source of inspiration
for European artists, and an enduring symbol of the mysterious East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of global
industry, a nexus of popular culture, and a harbinger of post-industrial decline. With intelligence and wit, author Jonathan Clements
blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the past, present and future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes
reveals a country of paradoxes: a modern nation steeped in ancient traditions; a democracy with an emperor as head of state; a
famously safe society built on 108 volcanoes resting on the world's most active earthquake zone; a fast-paced urban and
technologically advanced country whose land consists predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the chapters in this
Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones: Minamoto vs. Taira Time
Warp: 200 Years of Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization The New Breed: The Japanese Miracle
The author, a Japanese samurai of the nineteenth century, looks back on his life and shares his observations on Japanese society
A Daughter of the Samurai (1925) is an autobiography by Etsu Inagaki Sugimoto. Born in Japan, she was sent to the United
States to fulfill an arranged marriage with a Japanese merchant. Raised in a family whose prominence had fallen toward the end
of the feudal era, Sugimoto gained a unique perspective on Japanese life that would shape her literary career and outlook as a
professor at New York’s Columbia University. “Japan is often called by foreign people a land of sunshine and cherry blossoms.
[...] In the province of Echigo, where was my home, winter usually began with a heavy snow which came down fast and steady
until only the thick, round ridge-poles of our thatched roofs could be seen.” Born and raised in a northern province of Japan, Etsu
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Inagaki Sugimoto came from a family of high-ranking samurai officials. Originally prepared to live as a priestess, Etsu became the
center of her father’s attention when her brother eloped and left for America. No longer financially stable, Sugimoto’s father
depended on his children to secure their family’s future. Soon, he arranged for his daughter to marry a successful merchant living
in Ohio, sending her to Tokyo to study at a Methodist school. Then, she made the journey across the ocean to start a new life in
America. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of Setsuko Hirakawa’s A Daughter
of the Samurai is a classic of Japanese American literature reimagined for modern readers.
Describes the cultural heritage of Japan, including art, music, literature, and religion, and provides related project ideas.
The personal story of professional Japanese warrior Saburo Sakai describes his many missions and daredevil exploits in aerial
combat during World War II, offering suspenseful accounts of his most courageous flights. Reprint
Karl Friday, an internationally recognised authority on Japanese warriors, provides the first comprehensive study of the topic to be
published in English. This work incorporates nearly twenty years of on-going research and draws on both new readings of primary
sources and the most recent secondary scholarship. It overturns many of the stereotypes that have dominated views of the period.
Friday analyzes Heian -, Kamakura- and Nambokucho-period warfare from five thematic angles. He examines the principles that
justified armed conflict, the mechanisms used to raise and deploy armed forces, the weapons available to early medieval warriors,
the means by which they obtained them, and the techniques and customs of battle. A thorough, accessible and informative review,
this study highlights the complex casual relationships among the structures and sources of early medieval political power,
technology, and the conduct of war.
Samurai: An Illustrated History brings the violent, tumultuous, and, at the same time, elegant world of the medieval Japanese
samurai to life. This book of Japanese history traces the story of a unique historical phenomenon: a period of 700 years—equivalent
to the entire stretch of Western history between the reigns of the Crusader king Richard the Lionhearted and of Queen Victoria at
the height of the British Empire—during which an enclosed civilization was dominated by a single warrior caste. The historical
narrative of samurai history is supported by explanations of samurai armor, weapons, fortifications, tactics, and customs, and
illustrated with nearly 800 fascinating color photographs, maps, and sketches, including ancient scroll paintings and surviving suits
of armor preserved for centuries in Japanese shrines. From the 12th to the 19th centuries the history of Japan was effectively the
history of the samurai—the class of professional fighting men. At first they were no more than lowly soldiery employed by the court
aristocracy of Kyoto, but the growing power of the provincial warrior clans soon enabled them to brush aside the executive power
of the imperial court and to form their own parallel military government. Though individual dynasties came and went in cycles of
vigor and decadence, the dominance of the samurai as a class proved uniquely resilient.
The dramatic arc of Saigo Takamori's life, from his humble origins as a lowly samurai, to national leadership, to his death as a
rebel leader, has captivated generations of Japanese readers and now Americans as well - his life is the inspiration for a major
Hollywood film, The Last Samurai, starring Tom Cruise and Ken Watanabe. In this vibrant new biography, Mark Ravina, professor
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of history and Director of East Asian Studies at Emory University, explores the facts behind Hollywood storytelling and Japanese
legends, and explains the passion and poignancy of Saigo's life. Known both for his scholarly research and his appearances on
The History Channel, Ravina recreates the world in which Saigo lived and died, the last days of the samurai. The Last Samurai
traces Saigo's life from his early days as a tax clerk in far southwestern Japan, through his rise to national prominence as a fierce
imperial loyalist. Saigo was twice exiled for his political activities -- sent to Japan's remote southwestern islands where he fully
expected to die. But exile only increased his reputation for loyalty, and in 1864 he was brought back to the capital to help his lord
fight for the restoration of the emperor. In 1868, Saigo commanded his lord's forces in the battles which toppled the shogunate and
he became and leader in the emperor Meiji's new government. But Saigo found only anguish in national leadership. He understood
the need for a modern conscript army but longed for the days of the traditional warrior. Saigo hoped to die in service to the
emperor. In 1873, he sought appointment as envoy to Korea, where he planned to demand that the Korean king show deference
to the Japanese emperor, drawing his sword, if necessary, top defend imperial honor. Denied this chance to show his courage and
loyalty, he retreated to his homeland and spent his last years as a schoolteacher, training samurai boys in frugality, honesty, and
courage. In 1876, when the government stripped samurai of their swords, Saigo's followers rose in rebellion and Saigo became
their reluctant leader. His insurrection became the bloodiest war Japan had seen in centuries, killing over 12,000 men on both
sides and nearly bankrupting the new imperial government. The imperial government denounced Saigo as a rebel and a traitor,
but their propaganda could not overcome his fame and in 1889, twelve years after his death, the government relented, pardoned
Saigo of all crimes, and posthumously restored him to imperial court rank. In THE LAST SAMURAI, Saigo is as compelling a
character as Robert E. Lee was to Americans-a great and noble warrior who followed the dictates of honor and loyalty, even
though it meant civil war in a country to which he'd devoted his life. Saigo's life is a fascinating look into Japanese feudal society
and a history of a country as it struggled between its long traditions and the dictates of a modern future.
The inspiration for the Jedi knights of Star Wars and the films of Akira Kurosawa, the legendary Japanese samurai have captured
modern imaginations. Yet with these elite warriors who were bound by a code of honor called Bushido—the Way of the Warrior—the
reality behind the myth proves more fascinating than any fiction. In Samurai, celebrated author John Man provides a unique and
captivating look at their true history, told through the life of one man: Saigo Takamori, known to many as "the last samurai." In
1877 Takamori led a rebel army of samurai in a heroic "last stand" against the Imperial Japanese Army, who sought to end the
"way of the sword" in favor of firearms and modern warfare. Man's thrilling narrative brings to life the hidden world of the samurai
as never before.
Secrets of the Samurai is the definitive study of the martial arts of feudal Japan, explaining in detail the weapons, techniques,
strategies, and principles of combat that made the Japanese warrior a formidable foe. The work begins with a panoramic survey of
the tumultuous early struggles of warlords contending for political ascendancy and then outlines the relentless progression of the
military class toward absolute power. In addition to illustrating actual methods of combat, the authors discuss in detail the crucial
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training necessary to develop a warrior's inner power and to concentrate all his energies into a single force. Secrets of the Samurai
is an essential text for anyone with an interest in Japanese combat techniques, weaponry, or military history. This edition also
contains a new foreword by Adele Westbrook and numerous previously unpublished illustrations by Oscar Ratti. Chapters include:
The Bushi The Heimin The Centers of Martial Instruction Armed Bujutsu Unarmed Bujutsu Control and Power Strategic Principles
Morality of Bujutsu
Rokuemon Haskura, a low-ranking warrior, is chosen as one of a group of envoys to the Viceroy of Mexico and Pope Paul V, but
by the time his delegation returns to Japan, a policy of isolation has been established
Samurai!, first published in 1957, is the war-time account of Saburo Sakai, the leading Japanese fighter ace to survive the Second
World War. Sakai, born in 1916, hoped to escape the poverty of life in his rural village by enlisting in the Imperial Japanese Navy
at age 16. In 1937, he graduated at the top of his pilot-training class, and soon saw combat in China. Later, against the Allies,
Sakai engaged in more than two hundred dogfights, from the Philippines to Iwo Jima, and by war's end had reportedly downed a
staggering total of 64 Allied aircraft. His most renowned accomplishment occurred after action over Guadalcanal in August 1942;
partially paralyzed and nearly blind from multiple wounds, Sakai managed to fly his damaged plane 560 miles to Rabaul and safely
land his Zero fighter. By the end of World War II he had logged 3,700 flight hours, including some 1,500 hours in the Zero.
Samurai! provides a unique look into the Samurai character and the human emotions of soldiers in any war, regardless of race or
nationality. In addition to Sakai's personal story, the book remains an invaluable eyewitness account of some of the most famous
battles of the Pacific war. This new edition includes nine pages of photographs.
The first biography of this world-renowned and undefeated swordsman, The Lone Samurai follows the dramatic escapades of
Musashi - author of The Book of Five Rings - from his initial victory at the age of 13 to his early 'retirement' at 30 to pursue a more
spiritual path. The first biography of this world-renowned and undefeated swordsman, The Lone Samurai follows the dramatic
escapades of Musashi - author of The Book of Five Rings - from his initial victory at the age of 13 to his early 'retirement' at 30 to
pursue a more spiritual path. Wilson provides a riveting account of
This comprehensive volume traces the evolution of Japanese military history—from 300 AD to present day foreign relations—and
reveals how the country's cultural views of power, violence, and politics helped shape Japan's long and turbulent history of war. •
Compiles Japan's complete military history in one volume • Reveals the strategic blunders and poor choices that led to Japan's
surrender to the United States in 1945 • Provides in-depth coverage of the popular and compelling Samurai, Imperial, and Shogun
periods of history
The myths of the noble Samurai and the sinister Ninja are filled with romantic fantasy and fallacy. Samurai and Ninja expert Antony Cummins
shatters the myths and exposes the true nature of these very real—and very lethal—medieval Japanese warriors. The Samurai and Ninja were
in fact brutal killing machines trained in torture and soaked in machismo. Many were skilled horsemen and sword-fighting specialists, while
others were masters of deception and sabotage. Some fought for loyalty, others for personal gain. What these warriors all shared in common
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was their unflinching personal bravery, skill and brutality. In Samurai and Ninja, Cummins separates myth from reality and shows why the
Japanese were the greatest warriors of all time: He describes the Samurai and the Ninja as they really were in earlier times when battles
raged across Japan—not in later times when war became obsolete and Japanese warriors became philosophers, scholars and courtiers. He
describes the social context of the day and the feudal world into which the warriors were trained to fight and die for their lords. He exposes
the essentially brutal nature of warfare in medieval Japan. This book is illuminated by many rare Japanese manuscripts and texts which are
translated into English for the very first time.
See the dawn of modern Japan through the lens of the power players who helped shape it — as well as those who fought against it — in this
exploration of Samurai history. Samurai Revolution tells the fascinating story of Japan's historic transformation at the end of the nineteenth
century from a country of shoguns, feudal lords and samurai to a modern industrialized nation. The book covers the turbulent Meiji Period
from 1868 to 1912, widely considered "the dawn of modern Japan," a time of Samurai history in which those who choose to cling to their
traditional bushido way of life engaged in frequent and often deadly clashes with champions of modernization. Knowledge of this period is
essential to understand how and why Japan evolved into the nation it is today. The book opens with the fifteen-year fall of the Tokugawa
Shogunate, which had ruled Japan for over 250 years, and the restoration of the Meiji emperor to a position of power at the expense of the
feudal Daimyo lords. It chronicles the bloody first decade of the newly reestablished monarchy, in which the new government worked
desperately to consolidate its power and introduce the innovations that would put Japan on equal footing with the Western powers
threatening to dominate it. Finally, Samurai Revolution goes on to tell the story of the Satsuma Rebellion, a failed coup attempt that is widely
viewed as the final demise of the samurai class in Japan. This book is the first comprehensive history and analysis in English that includes all
the key figures from this dramatic time in Japanese politics and society, and is the result of over twenty-five years of research focused on this
critical period in Japanese history. The book contains numerous original translations of crucial documents and correspondence of the time, as
well as photographs and maps. Samurai Revolution goes in-depth to reveal how one era of ended and another began.
This comprehensive, readable history of the land of the rising Sun, from its ancient origins to its fascinating past, is an ideal introduction to
Japan for travellers, business people and students, and a compelling read for those interested in this rich culture and fascinating history.
Miyamoto Musashi (1584?1645) was the legendary samurai known throughout the world as a master swordsman, spiritual seeker, and author
of the classic book on strategy, the Book of Five Rings. Over 350 years after his death, Musashi and his legacy still fascinate us and continue
to inspire artists, authors, and filmmakers. Here, respected translator and expert on samurai culture William Scott Wilson has created both a
vivid account of a fascinating period in feudal Japan and a portrait of the courageous, iconoclastic samurai who wrestled with philosophical
and spiritual ideas that are as relevant today as they were in his time. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was about mastery of the mind
rather than simply technical prowess—and it is this path to mastery that is the core teaching in his Book of Five Rings. This volume includes
supplemental material on Musashi’s legacy as a martial arts icon, his impact on literature and film, and the influence of his Book of Five
Rings.
With over 300 stunning photographs and woodblock prints along with extensive historical and cultural commentary, Japanese Swords is the
ultimate authority on Samurai weaponry. Historically, Japanese warriors considered their swords to be far greater than simple weaponry.
Their swords were both lethal tools and divine companions — social and religious icons. Traditionally worn by the samurai as a sign of social
status, the Japanese sword represented the junction between the reigning military class and those whom they ruled. Moreover, the samurai
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sword was a technological and artistic marvel. Many scholars consider it to be the finest sword ever constructed. In terms of symbolism and
historical importance, no other blade comes close to the Japanese sword. With a historical, iconographical, and technological perspective,
author Cohn M. Roach provides an in-depth study of these magnificent weapons in Japanese Swords. This richly illustrated sword book
weaves the blade's primary influences together, tracking its history and illuminating its progress from infancy to grandeur. By studying the
evolution of the Japanese sword from this perspective, we better understand Japan and its warrior archetype. Combining research materials
from multiple disciplines, Roach uses his expertise as an educator to guide readers through the sword's rise to greatness in a unique way.
This book discusses the history, development, and spiritual symbolism of the sword, as well as the esoteric metallurgical techniques used in
making it. It also covers the difficult training practices used by skilled swordsmen. Japanese Swords also includes a companion DVD
featuring a beautifully-filmed documentary that explores the traditional swordmaker's craft. The DVD also contains an introduction to the
Japanese sword at a sword shop in Kyoto and a visit to a dojo for a beginner's class in the medieval sword-drawing art called iaido.
The personal story of professional Japanese warrior Saburo Sakai describes his many missions and daredevil exploits in aerial combat
during World War II, offering suspenseful accounts of his most courageous flights. Reprint.
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