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Strangers By Toni Morrison
Coming-of-age is complicated by coming-out in personal
essays leavened with humor, generosity, and all the
awkward indignities of growing up.
The importance of blacks for Jews and Jews for blacks in
conceiving of themselves as Americans, when both
remained outsiders to the privileges of full citizenship, is
a matter of voluminous but perplexing record. A
monumental work of literary criticism and cultural history,
Strangers in the Land draws upon politics, sociology,
law, religion, and popular culture to illuminate a vital,
highly conflicted interethnic partnership over the course
of a century.
An immensely persuasive work of literary criticism that
opens a new chapter in the American dialogue on
race—and promises to change the way we read American
literature. Morrison shows how much the themes of
freedom and individualism, manhood and innocence,
depended on the existence of a black population that
was manifestly unfree--and that came to serve white
authors as embodiments of their own fears and desires.
According to the Chicago Tribune, Morrison "reimagines
and remaps the possibility of America." Her brilliant
discussions of the "Africanist" presence in the fiction of
Poe, Melville, Cather, and Hemingway leads to a
dramatic reappraisal of the essential characteristics of
our literary tradition. Written with the artistic vision that
has earned the Nobel Prize-winning author a preeminent place in modern letters, Playing in the Dark is an
invaluable read for avid Morrison admirers as well as
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students, critics, and scholars of American literature.
Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2014 Toni Morrison
and Literary Tradition explores Toni Morrison's
construction of alternative and oppositional narratives of
history and places her work as central to the imagining
and re-imagining of American and diasporic identities.
Covering the Nobel Prize-winning author's novels (up to
Home), as well as her essays, dramatic works and short
stories, this book situates Morrison's writings within both
African-American and American writing traditions and
examines them in terms of her continuous dialogue with
the politics, philosophy and literary forms of these
traditions. Toni Morrison and Literary Tradition provides
a comprehensive analysis of Morrison's entire oeuvre,
from her early interrogation of Black Power to her
engagement with fin de siècle postcolonial critiques of
nationalism and twenty-first century considerations of
ecology. Justine Baillie goes on to argue that Morrison's
aesthetic should be understood in relation to the
historical, political and cultural contexts in which it, and
the African-American and American literary traditions
upon which she draws, have been created and
developed.
Published in conjunction with the PEN American Center,
Burn This Book is a powerful collection of essays that
explore the meaning of censorship and the power of
literature to inform the way we see the world, and
ourselves.
"Don't talk to strangers" is the advice long given to
children by parents of all classes and races. Today it has
blossomed into a fundamental precept of civic education,
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reflecting interracial distrust, personal and political
alienation, and a profound suspicion of others. In this
powerful and eloquent essay, Danielle Allen, a 2002
MacArthur Fellow, takes this maxim back to Little Rock,
rooting out the seeds of distrust to replace them with "a
citizenship of political friendship." Returning to the
landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision of 1954
and to the famous photograph of Elizabeth Eckford, one
of the Little Rock Nine, being cursed by fellow "citizen"
Hazel Bryan, Allen argues that we have yet to complete
the transition to political friendship that this moment
offered. By combining brief readings of philosophers and
political theorists with personal reflections on race
politics in Chicago, Allen proposes strikingly practical
techniques of citizenship. These tools of political
friendship, Allen contends, can help us become more
trustworthy to others and overcome the fossilized distrust
among us. Sacrifice is the key concept that bridges
citizenship and trust, according to Allen. She uncovers
the ordinary, daily sacrifices citizens make to keep
democracy working—and offers methods for recognizing
and reciprocating those sacrifices. Trenchant, incisive,
and ultimately hopeful, Talking to Strangers is nothing
less than a manifesto for a revitalized democratic
citizenry.
Alphabetically arranged entries discuss the Nobel Prizewinning author's works, themes, and major characters,
as well as providing an overview of her life and
achievements.
Ravishingly beautiful and emotionally incendiary, Tar
Baby is Toni Morrison’s reinvention of the love story.
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Jadine Childs is a black fashion model with a white
patron, a white boyfriend, and a coat made out of ninety
perfect sealskins. Son is a black fugitive who embodies
everything she loathes and desires. As Morrison follows
their affair, which plays out from the Caribbean to
Manhattan and the deep South, she charts all the
nuances of obligation and betrayal between blacks and
whites, masters and servants, and men and women.
These essays look at U.S. immigration and the nexus
between urban realities and immigrant destinies. They argue
that immigration today is fundamentaly urban and that
immigrants are flocking to places where low-skilled workers
are in trouble.
“They shoot the white girl first. With the rest they can take
their time.” So begins Toni Morrison's Paradise, which opens
with a horrifying scene of mass violence and chronicles its
genesis in an all-black small town in rural Oklahoma.
Founded by the descendants of freed slaves and survivors in
exodus from a hostile world, the patriarchal community of
Ruby is built on righteousness, rigidly enforced moral law,
and fear. But seventeen miles away, another group of exiles
has gathered in a promised land of their own. And it is upon
these women in flight from death and despair that nine male
citizens of Ruby will lay their pain, their terror, and their
murderous rage. In prose that soars with the rhythms,
grandeur, and tragic arc of an epic poem, Toni Morrison
challenges our most fiercely held beliefs as she weaves
folklore and history, memory and myth into an unforgettable
meditation on race, religion, gender, and a far-off past that is
ever present.
A "chronicle of a white girl captive of the Indians returned
against her will to her white home . . . Her reception here, her
rejection and that of her Indian son by her Caucasian father
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and sister . . . the conflicts of her Indian upbringing with the
white way are related."
Long recognized as a master teacher at writing programs like
VONA, the Loft, and the Stonecoast MFA, with A Stranger's
Journey, David Mura has written a book on creative writing
that addresses our increasingly diverse American literature.
Mura argues for a more inclusive and expansive definition of
craft, particularly in relationship to race, even as he elucidates
timeless rules of narrative construction in fiction and memoir.
His essays offer technique-focused readings of writers such
as James Baldwin, ZZ Packer, Maxine Hong Kingston, Mary
Karr, and Garrett Hongo, while making compelling
connections to Mura's own life and work as a Japanese
American writer. In A Stranger's Journey, Mura poses two
central questions. The first involves identity: How is writing an
exploration of who one is and one's place in the world? Mura
examines how the myriad identities in our changing
contemporary canon have led to new challenges regarding
both craft and pedagogy. Here, like Toni Morrison's Playing in
the Dark or Jeff Chang's Who We Be, A Stranger's Journey
breaks new ground in our understanding of the relationship
between the issues of race, literature, and culture. The book's
second central question involves structure: How does one tell
a story? Mura provides clear, insightful narrative tools that
any writer may use, taking in techniques from fiction,
screenplays, playwriting, and myth. Through this process,
Mura candidly explores the newly evolved aesthetic principles
of memoir and how questions of identity occupy a central
place in contemporary memoir.
Toni Morrison, winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993,
is perhaps the most important living American author. This
work examines Morrison's life and writing, featuring critical
analyses of her work and themes, as well as entries on
related topics and relevant people, places, and influences.
Page 5/17

Online Library Strangers By Toni Morrison
A collection of portraits documents the appearance and spirit
of Americans in the Rust Belt and on the East Coast over the
past dozen years
A Study Guide for Toni Morrison's "Beloved," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project,
trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner, a passionate,
profound story of love and obsession that brings us back and
forth in time, as a narrative is assembled from the emotions,
hopes, fears, and deep realities of Black urban life. In the
winter of 1926, when everybody everywhere sees nothing but
good things ahead, Joe Trace, middle-aged door-to-door
salesman of Cleopatra beauty products, shoots his teenage
lover to death. At the funeral, Joe’s wife, Violet, attacks the
girl’s corpse. This novel “transforms a familiar refrain of jilted
love into a bold, sustaining time of self-knowledge and
discovery. Its rhythms are infectious” (People). "The author
conjures up worlds with complete authority and makes no
secret of her angst at the injustices dealt to Black women.”
—The New York Times Book Review
Speculative essays that probe the mythology of the face by
the author of The Old Drift
A Country of Strangers is a magnificent exploration of the
psychological landscape where blacks and whites meet. To
tell the story in human rather than abstract terms, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning writer David K. Shipler bypasses both
extremists and celebrities and takes us among ordinary
Americans as they encounter one another across racial lines.
We learn how blacks and whites see each other, how they
interpret each other's behavior, and how certain damaging
images and assumptions seep into the actions of even the
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most unbiased. We penetrate into dimensions of stereotyping
and discrimination that are usually invisible, and discover the
unseen prejudices and privileges of white Americans, and
what black Americans make of them. We explore the
competing impulses of integration and separation: the
reference points by which the races navigate as they venture
out and then withdraw; the biculturalism that many blacks
perfect as they move back and forth between the white and
black worlds, and the homesickness some blacks feel for the
comfort of all-black separateness. There are portrayals of
interracial families and their multiracial children--expert guides
through the clashes created by racial blending in America.
We see how whites and blacks each carry the burden of our
history. Black-white stereotypes are dissected: the physical
bodies that we see, the mental qualities we imagine, the
moral character we attribute to others and to ourselves, the
violence we fear, the power we seek or are loath to relinquish.
The book makes clear that we have the ability to shape our
racial landscape--to reconstruct, even if not perfectly, the
texture of our relationships. There is an assessment of the
complexity confronting blacks and whites alike as they
struggle to recognize and define the racial motivations that
may or may not be present in a thought, a word, a deed. The
book does not prescribe, but it documents the silences that
prevail, the listening that doesn't happen, the conversations
that don't take place. It looks at relations between minorities,
including blacks and Jews, and blacks and Koreans. It
explores the human dimensions of affirmative action, the
intricate contacts and misunderstandings across racial lines
among coworkers and neighbors. It is unstinting in its criticism
of our society's failure to come to grips with bigotry; but it is
also, happily, crowded with black people and white people
who struggle in their daily lives to do just that. A remarkable
book that will stimulate each of us to reexamine and better
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understand our own deepest attitudes in regard to race in
America.
With excerpts from interviews and reviews, an exploration of
the historical documents and slave narrative traditions on
which Morrison drew, and an insightful juxtaposition of
psychoanalytic and postcolonial approaches to the novel, this
guide placesBeloved in the contexts of Morrison's oeuvre and
other works of African American literature. Chapters focus on
the supernatural elements of the work, as well as the author's
treatment of the physical self.
With the continued expansion of the literary canon,
multicultural works of modern literary fiction and
autobiography have assumed an increasing importance for
students and scholars of American literature. This exciting
new series assembles key documents and criticism
concerning these works that have so recently become central
components of the American literature curriculum. Each
casebook will reprint documents relating to the work's
historical context and reception, present the best in critical
essays, and when possible, feature an interview of the
author. The series will provide, for the first time, an accessible
forum in which readers can come to a fuller understanding of
these contemporary masterpieces and the unique aspects of
American ethnic, racial, or cultural experience that they so
ably portray. This casebook to Morrison's classic novel
presents seven essays that represent the best in
contemporary criticism of the book. In addition, the book
includes a poem and an abolitionist's tract published after a
slave named Margaret Garner killed her child to save her
from slavery--the very incident Morrison fictionalizes in
Beloved.
Drifting from relationship to relationship in his work as a killer
for hire, Gideon interacts with a range of con artists,
prostitutes, and broken-hearted clients while passing time
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with three very different women, each of whom wishes to
capture his heart. By the author of Chasing Destiny. 150,000
first printing.
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
Ultimately moves beyond these to propose a new cultural
aesthetic that aims to center black women and their
philosophies. Book jacket.
Om venskabet mellem en ung hvid mand og en neger.

ONE OF THE WASHINGTON POST'S TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR One of Christian Science
Monitor's BEST FICTION OF 2019 "Funny and
tender but also provocative and wise. . . One of the
most hopeful and insightful novels I've read in
years." - Ron Charles, The Washington Post
"Serious yet joyous comedy, reminiscent of the
Pultizer-winning Less" - Out Magazine A novel about
what happens when an already sprawling family
hosts an even larger and more chaotic wedding: an
entertaining story about family, culture, memory, and
community. In the seemingly idyllic town of Rundle
Junction, Bennie and Walter are preparing to host
the wedding of their eldest daughter Clem. A
marriage ceremony at their beloved, rambling home
should be the happiest of occasions, but Walter and
Bennie have a secret. A new community has moved
to Rundle Junction, threatening the social order and
forcing Bennie and Walter to confront uncomfortable
truths about the lengths they would go to to maintain
harmony. Meanwhile, Aunt Glad, the oldest member
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of the family, arrives for the wedding plagued by longburied memories of a scarring event that occurred
when she was a girl in Rundle Junction. As she
uncovers details about her role in this event, the
family begins to realize that Clem's wedding may not
be exactly what it seemed. Clever, passionate,
artistic Clem has her own agenda. What she doesn't
know is that by the end, everyone will have roles to
play in this richly imagined ceremony of familial
connection-a brood of quirky relatives, effervescent
college friends, ghosts emerging from the past, a
determined little mouse, and even the very group of
new neighbors whose presence has shaken Rundle
Junction to its core. With Strangers and Cousins,
Leah Hager Cohen delivers a story of pageantry and
performance, hopefulness and growth, and
introduces a winsome, unforgettable cast of
characters whose lives are forever changed by
events that unfold and reverberate across
generations.
Jevik travels to the city of Olondria where he is
overtaken by a ghost from his past.
Examining the relationship between strangers,
embodiment and community, Strange Encounters
challenges the assumptions that the stranger is
simply anybody we do not recognize and instead
proposes that he or she is socially constructued as
somebody we already know. Using feminist and
postcolonial theory this book examines the impact of
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multiculturalism and globalization on embodiment
and community whilst considering the ethical and
political implication of its critique for post-colonial
feminism. A diverse range of texts are analyzed
which produce the figure of 'the stranger', showing
that it has alternatively been expelled as the origin of
danger - such as in neighbourhood watch, or
celebrated as the origin of difference - as in
multiculturalism. The author argues that both of
these standpoints are problematic as they involve
'stranger fetishism'; they assume that the stranger
'has a life of its own'.
Looks at how Toni Morrison comments on language
and writing through her works of fiction.
Simultaneous. Hardcover available.
“A dazzling debut, establishing Namwali Serpell as a
writer on the world stage.”—Salman Rushdie, The
New York Times Book Review NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Dwight
Garner, The New York Times • The New York Times
Book Review • Time • NPR • The Atlantic •
BuzzFeed • Tordotcom • Kirkus Reviews •
BookPage WINNER OF: The Arthur C. Clarke Award
• The Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award •
The Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Fiction • The
Windham-Campbell Prizes for Fiction 1904. On the
banks of the Zambezi River, a few miles from the
majestic Victoria Falls, there is a colonial settlement
called The Old Drift. In a smoky room at the hotel
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across the river, an Old Drifter named Percy M.
Clark, foggy with fever, makes a mistake that
entangles the fates of an Italian hotelier and an
African busboy. This sets off a cycle of unwitting
retribution between three Zambian families (black,
white, brown) as they collide and converge over the
course of the century, into the present and beyond.
As the generations pass, their lives—their triumphs,
errors, losses and hopes—emerge through a
panorama of history, fairytale, romance and science
fiction. From a woman covered with hair and another
plagued with endless tears, to forbidden love affairs
and fiery political ones, to homegrown technological
marvels like Afronauts, microdrones and viral
vaccines, this gripping, unforgettable novel is a
testament to our yearning to create and cross
borders, and a meditation on the slow, grand
passage of time. Finalist for the Los Angeles Times
Ray Bradbury Prize • Longlisted for the Center for
Fiction First Novel Prize “An intimate, brainy,
gleaming epic . . . This is a dazzling book, as
ambitious as any first novel published this
decade.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times “A
founding epic in the vein of Virgil’s Aeneid . . .
though in its sprawling size, its flavor of picaresque
comedy and its fusion of family lore with national
politics it more resembles Salman Rushdie’s
Midnight’s Children.”—The Wall Street Journal “A
story that intertwines strangers into families, which
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we'll follow for a century, magic into everyday
moments, and the story of a nation, Zambia.”—NPR
What is race and why does it matter? Why does the
presence of Others make us so afraid? America’s
foremost novelist reflects on themes that preoccupy
her work and dominate politics: race, fear, borders,
mass movement of peoples, desire for belonging. TaNehisi Coates provides a foreword to Toni
Morrison’s most personal work of nonfiction to date.
The classic reader that has introduced millions of
students to the essay as a genre.
In Black Aliveness, or A Poetics of Being, Kevin
Quashie imagines a Black world in which one
encounters Black being as it is rather than only as it
exists in the shadow of anti-Black violence. As such,
he makes a case for Black aliveness even in the
face of the persistence of death in Black life and
Black study. Centrally, Quashie theorizes aliveness
through the aesthetics of poetry, reading poetic
inhabitance in Black feminist literary texts by Lucille
Clifton, Audre Lorde, June Jordan, Toni Morrison,
and Evie Shockley, among others, showing how their
philosophical and creative thinking constitutes
worldmaking. This worldmaking conceptualizes
Blackness as capacious, relational beyond the
normative terms of recognition—Blackness as a
condition of oneness. Reading for poetic aliveness,
then, becomes a means of exploring Black being
rather than nonbeing and animates the ethical
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question “how to be.” In this way, Quashie offers a
Black feminist philosophy of being, which is nothing
less than a philosophy of the becoming of the Black
world.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
Adored by many, appalling to some, baffling still to others,
few authors defy any single critical narrative to the
confounding extent that James Baldwin manages. Was he a
black or queer writer? Was he a religious or secular writer?
Was he a spokesman for the civil rights movement or a
champion of the individual? His critics, as disparate as his
readership, endlessly wrestle with paradoxes, not just in his
work but also in the life of a man who described himself as
"all those strangers called Jimmy Baldwin" and who declared
that "all theories are suspect." Viewing Baldwin through a
cultural-historical lens alongside a more traditional literary
critical approach, All Those Strangers examines how his
fiction and nonfiction shaped and responded to key political
and cultural developments in the United States from the
1940s to the 1980s. Showing how external forces molded
Baldwin's personal, political, and psychological development,
Douglas Field breaks through the established critical
difficulties caused by Baldwin's geographical, ideological, and
artistic multiplicity by analyzing his life and work against the
radically transformative politics of his time. The book explores
under-researched areas in Baldwin's life and work, including
his relationship to the Left, his FBI files, and the significance
of Africa in his writing, while also contributing to wider
discussions about postwar US culture. Field deftly navigates
key twentieth-century themes-the Cold War, African American
literary history, conflicts between spirituality and organized
religion, and transnationalism-to bring a number of isolated
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subjects into dialogue with each other. By exploring the
paradoxes in Baldwin's development as a writer, rather than
trying to fix his life and work into a single framework, All
Those Strangers contradicts the accepted critical paradigm
that Baldwin's life and work are too ambiguous to make sense
of. By studying him as an individual and an artist in flux, Field
reveals the manifold ways in which Baldwin's work develops
and coheres.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • A New York Times Notable Book
• This fiery and provocative novel from the acclaimed Nobel
Prize winner weaves a tale about the way the sufferings of
childhood can shape, and misshape, the life of the adult. At
the center: a young woman who calls herself Bride, whose
stunning blue-black skin is only one element of her beauty,
her boldness and confidence, her success in life, but which
caused her light-skinned mother to deny her even the
simplest forms of love. There is Booker, the man Bride loves,
and loses to anger. Rain, the mysterious white child with
whom she crosses paths. And finally, Bride’s mother herself,
Sweetness, who takes a lifetime to come to understand that
“what you do to children matters. And they might never
forget.”
Using the lens of business history to contextualize the
development of an American literary tradition, Truth Stranger
than Fiction shows how African American literature and
culture greatly influenced the development of realism, which
remains one of the most significant genres of writing in the
United States. More specifically, Truth Stranger than Fiction
traces the influences of generic conventions popularized in
slave narratives - such as the use of authenticating details, as
well as dialect, and a frank treatment of the human body - in
later realist writings. As it unfolds, Truth Stranger than Fiction
poses and explores a set of questions about the shifting
relationship between literature and culture in the United
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States from 1830-1930 by focusing on the evolving trend of
literary realism. Beginning with the question, 'How might slave
narratives - heralded as the first indigenous literature by
Theodore Parker - have influenced the development of
American Literature?' the book develops connections
between an emerging literary marketplace, the rise of the
professional writer, and literary realism.
Archival photographs paired with fictional text depicting
thoughts and emotions of students who lived through school
desegregation capture the spirit, sadness, and struggle of the
time.
Here is Toni Morrison in her own words: a rich gathering of
her most important essays and speeches, spanning four
decades. These pages give us her searing prayer for the
dead of 9/11, her Nobel lecture on the power of language, her
searching meditation on Martin Luther King Jr., her heartwrenching eulogy for James Baldwin. She looks deeply into
the fault lines of culture and freedom: the foreigner, female
empowerment, the press, money, "black matter(s)," human
rights, the artist in society, the Afro-American presence in
American literature. And she turns her incisive critical eye to
her own work (The Bluest Eye, Sula, Tar Baby, Jazz,
Beloved, Paradise) and that of others. An essential collection
from an essential writer, The Source of Self-Regard shines
with the literary elegance, intellectual prowess, spiritual depth,
and moral compass that have made Toni Morrison our most
cherished and enduring voice.
What exactly is goodness? Where is it found in the literary
imagination? Toni Morrison, one of American letters’ greatest
voices, pondered these perplexing questions in her
celebrated Ingersoll Lecture, delivered at Harvard University
in 2012 and published now for the first time. Perhaps
because it is overshadowed by the more easily defined evil,
goodness often escapes our attention. Recalling many literary
Page 16/17

Online Library Strangers By Toni Morrison
examples, from Ahab to Coetzee’s Michael K, Morrison
seeks the essence of goodness and ponders its significant
place in her writing. She considers the concept in relation to
unforgettable characters from her own works of fiction and
arrives at conclusions that are both eloquent and edifying. In
a lively interview conducted for this book, Morrison further
elaborates on her lecture’s ideas, discussing goodness not
only in literature but in society and history—particularly black
history, which has responded to centuries of brutality with
profound creativity. Morrison’s essay is followed by a series
of responses by scholars in the fields of religion, ethics,
history, and literature to her thoughts on goodness and evil,
mercy and love, racism and self-destruction, language and
liberation, together with close examination of literary and
theoretical expressions from her works. Each of these
contributions, written by a scholar of religion, considers the
legacy of slavery and how it continues to shape our
memories, our complicities, our outcries, our lives, our
communities, our literature, and our faith. In addition, the
contributors engage the religious orientation in Morrison’s
novels so that readers who encounter her many memorable
characters such as Sula, Beloved, or Frank Money will learn
and appreciate how Morrison’s notions of goodness and
mercy also reflect her understanding of the sacred and the
human spirit.
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