Read Online The Tank Killers A History Of Americas World War Ii Tank Destroyer Force

The Tank Killers A History Of Americas World War Ii Tank Destroyer Force
The M18 76mm Gun Motor Carriage was developed for the US Army's Tank Destroyer Command. It was the only tank
destroyer deployed during World War II actually based on their requirements for speed and firepower. This book
examines the development of this vehicle, the controversies over the need for high-speed tank destroyers, and its actual
performance during World War II. Special emphasis is placed on examining its performance in its intended mission.
Coverage also includes derivative vehicles of the M18 such as the M39 armored utility vehicle.
Hundreds of photos, many never published before, of Germany's rarely seen tank destroyers, including the Ferdinand,
Elephant, and Jagdtiger Color illustrations focus on unit markings, numbering, and camouflage Accompanying text
chronicles the unit's combat operations plus there are personal accounts from the men who rode in these mechanical
monsters German Heavy Anti-Tank Unit 653 was equipped with the heaviest tank destroying vehicles of the German
armed forces. Initially activated as an assault gun battalion and redesignated in April 1943, the 653 received its first
Ferdinand heavy tank destroyers (later modified and renamed Elephants) in May 1943 and went into action on the
Eastern Front a month later. In 1944, the unit converted to the even more massive Jagdtiger. The seventy-five-ton,
heavily armored Jagdtiger was the behemoth of the battlefield and boasted a 128mm gun-as opposed to the Ferdinand's
88-with a range of more than thirteen miles, making it deadly despite its limited mobility. Outfitted with these lethal giants,
the 653 saw service in Russia, Italy, Austria, and Germany.
A general-turned-historian reveals the remarkable battlefield heroics of Major General Maurice Rose, the World War II
tank commander whose 3rd Armored Division struck fear into the hearts of Hitler's panzer crews. “The Panzer Killers is a
great book, vividly written and shrewdly observed.”—The Wall Street Journal Two months after D-Day, the Allies found
themselves in a stalemate in Normandy, having suffered enormous casualties attempting to push through hedgerow
country. Troops were spent, and American tankers, lacking the tactics and leadership to deal with the terrain, were losing
their spirit. General George Patton and the other top U.S. commanders needed an officer who knew how to break the
impasse and roll over the Germans—they needed one man with the grit and the vision to take the war all the way to the
Rhine. Patton and his peers selected Maurice Rose. The son of a rabbi, Rose never discussed his Jewish heritage. But
his ferocity on the battlefield reflected an inner flame. He led his 3rd Armored Division not from a command post but from
the first vehicle in formation, charging headfirst into a fight. He devised innovative tactics, made the most of American
weapons, and personally chose the cadre of young officers who drove his division forward. From Normandy to the West
Wall, from the Battle of the Bulge to the final charge across Germany, Maurice Rose's deadly division of tanks blasted
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through enemy lines and pursued the enemy with a remarkable intensity. In The Panzer Killers, Daniel P. Bolger, a
retired lieutenant general and Iraq War veteran, offers up a lively, dramatic tale of Rose's heroism. Along the way, Bolger
infuses the narrative with fascinating insights that could only come from an author who has commanded tank forces in
combat. The result is a unique and masterful story of battlefield leadership, destined to become a classic.
The dramatic story of the men who fought a new and terrifying kind of war amidst the carnage of the trenches in World
War I: the British pioneer volunteers who were the first tank-men into battle. Inspired by a visit to northeast France to
witness the excavation of a remarkably intact First World War tank from beneath a suburban vegetable plot near the town
of Cambrai, Christy Campbell then defence correspondent of the Sunday Telegraph began to piece together the littleknown story of the young men who formed the British Tank Corps. Very few of them had been professional soldiers; they
were motoring enthusiasts and mechanics, plumbers, motorcyclists, circus performers and polar explorers. One officer
declared: 'I have never seen such a band of brigands in my life.' They had trained in conditions of great secrecy in the
grounds of a mock-oriental stately home in East Anglia and were originally known as the 'Heavy Branch, Machine Gun
Corps'. The word 'tank' itself was deliberately chosen to mislead. Men in tanks saw the face of battle at its most brutal.
Their task was to crush and burn the enemy out of his fortifications, and to carve a path for the infantry so they could
finish the job with bayonet and grenade. Captured tank crews were beaten up or sometimes shot out of hand by the
Germans. They fought in their stifling armoured boxes packed with petrol and explosives, aware that at any moment a
shell-hit might incinerate them all. Christy Campbell has combed contemporary diaries and letters and later recollections
to tell properly for the first time the robust yet harrowing story of how the first men in tanks went to war. The time frame is
1916-18, with a coda on how German blitzkrieg ideas developed from an English root."
“Powerful and often startling…The Deserters offers a provokingly fresh angle on this most studied of conflicts.” --The
Boston Globe A groundbreaking history of ordinary soldiers struggling on the front lines, The Deserters offers a
completely new perspective on the Second World War. Charles Glass—renowned journalist and author of the critically
acclaimed Americans in Paris: Life and Death Under Nazi Occupation—delves deep into army archives, personal diaries,
court-martial records, and self-published memoirs to produce this dramatic and heartbreaking portrait of men overlooked
by their commanders and ignored by history. Surveying the 150,000 American and British soldiers known to have
deserted in the European Theater, The Deserters: A Hidden History of World War II tells the life stories of three soldiers
who abandoned their posts in France, Italy, and Africa. Their deeds form the backbone of Glass’s arresting portrait of
soldiers pushed to the breaking point, a sweeping reexamination of the conditions for ordinary soldiers. With the grace
and pace of a novel, The Deserters moves beyond the false extremes of courage and cowardice to reveal the true
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experience of the frontline soldier. Glass shares the story of men like Private Alfred Whitehead, a Tennessee farm boy
who earned Silver and Bronze Stars for bravery in Normandy—yet became a gangster in liberated Paris, robbing Allied
supply depots along with ordinary citizens. Here also is the story of British men like Private John Bain, who deserted
three times but never fled from combat—and who endured battles in North Africa and northern France before German
machine guns cut his legs from under him. The heart of The Deserters resides with men like Private Steve Weiss, an
idealistic teenage volunteer from Brooklyn who forced his father—a disillusioned First World War veteran—to sign his
enlistment papers because he was not yet eighteen. On the Anzio beachhead and in the Ardennes forest, as an
infantryman with the 36th Division and as an accidental partisan in the French Resistance, Weiss lost his illusions about
the nobility of conflict and the infallibility of American commanders. Far from the bright picture found in propaganda and
nostalgia, the Second World War was a grim and brutal affair, a long and lonely effort that has never been fully
reported—to the detriment of those who served and the danger of those nurtured on false tales today. Revealing the true
costs of conflict on those forced to fight, The Deserters is an elegant and unforgettable story of ordinary men desperately
struggling in extraordinary times.
A remarkable World War II survival story and combat memoir by “an indestructible wartime tank commander” (The
Telegraph). In campaign after campaign, from the defense of Calais in 1940 to the defeat of Germany in 1945, Bill Close
served as a tank commander in Britain’s Royal Tank Regiment—and he survived. His tanks were hit eleven times by
enemy shellfire and he bailed out. He was wounded three times. He finished the war as one of the most experienced and
resourceful of British tank commanders, and in later life, he set down his wartime experiences in graphic detail. His book
is not only an extraordinary memoir; it is also a compelling account of the exploits of the Royal Tank Regiment throughout
the conflict. As a record of the day-to-day experience of the tank crew of seventy-five years ago—of the conditions they
faced and the battles they fought—it has rarely been equaled.
As the war began to swing in favour of the Allies, it became clear that no final defeat of the Third Reich would be possible
until the armoured monsters of the Panzerwaffe were defeated. But who would, or even could, take on the mighty Tigers
and Panthers, just a handful of which could stop entire formations in their tracks? The answer lay with the formation of a
new type of unit, the Tank Destroyer Battalion. This is the story of the men and machines that made up the very first Tank
Destroyer Battalion, the 601st, from their unique training and formation, to the final, desperate battles in the heart of Nazi
Germany. Packed with rare material, letters, diaries and previously unpublished photographs, and now available in
paperback, this is an intense and intimate chronicle of the men who fought the Panzers in an astonishing 10 campaigns
and 546 days of lethal combat.
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What was it like to fight against one of the most hard-driving generals in history? He is remembered as an officer with few
equals, a leader who attained legendary status while commanding corps and armies as a general during World War II.
Nicknamed 'Old Blood and Guts,' he was also well known for his hard attitude, eccentricities, and controversial
outspokenness. But no matter the image or label attached to his name, few will dispute General George S. Patton Jr.'s
place as a truly timeless figure in the annals of military history. In Fighting Patton, U.S. international affairs analyst Harry
Yeide is the first to examine this legendary leader through the eyes of his enemies: the opposing German commanders of
WWII. Featuring hundreds of unpublished unit reports, officer accounts, and telephone transcripts all uncovered during
Yeide's extensive exploration of German wartime records - Fighting Patton exposes the German perspective on how and
why they lost their battles with Patton's forces. This truly unique narrative follows Patton's rise through the ranks in the
Mexican Expedition and World War I as well as his many campaigns throughout World War II, from Tunisia, Sicily, and
Normandy to Lorraine, the Bulge, and the heart of Germany. The result is a fresh, fascinating, and beautifully illustrated
take on one of the most storied figures of twentieth-century warfare.
Bill Bellamy was a young officer in the 8th King's Royal Irish Hussars from 1943 to 1955. He served in 7th Armoured
Division in the North West Europe campaign, landing in Normandy on D+3, fought throughout the Battle for Normandy
and into the Low Countries as a troop leader in Cromwell tanks, and was latterly a member of the initial occupying force
in Berlin in May 1945. Against the rules, Bill kept diaries and notes of his experiences. His account is fresh and open, and
his descriptions of battle are vivid. He witnessed many of his contemporaries killed in action, and this life-altering
experience clearly informs his narrative. The accounts of tank fighting in the leafy Normandy bocage in the height of
summer, or in the iron hard fields of Holland in winter, are graphic and compelling.
On July 5, 1943, the greatest land battle in history began when Nazi and Red Army forces clashed near the town of
Kursk, on the western border of the Soviet Union. Code named “Operation Citadel,” the German offensive would cut
through the bulge in the eastern front that had been created following Germany’s retreat at the battle of Stalingrad. But
the Soviets, well-informed about Germany’s plans through their network of spies, had months to prepare. Two million
men supported by 6,000 tanks, 35,000 guns, and 5,000 aircraft convened in Kursk for an epic confrontation that was one
of the most important military engagements in history, the epitome of “total war.” It was also one of the most bloody, and
despite suffering seven times more casualties, the Soviets won a decisive victory that became a turning point in the war.
With unprecedented access to the journals and testimonials of the officers, soldiers, political leaders, and citizens who
lived through it, The Battle of the Tanks is the definitive account of an epic showdown that changed the course of history.
The Tank Killers is the story of the American Tank Destroyer Force in North Africa, Italy, and the European Theater
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during World War II. The tank destroyer (TD) was a bold-if some would say flawed-answer to the challenge posed by the
seemingly unstoppable German blitzkrieg. The TD was conceived to be light and fast enough to outmaneuver panzer
forces and go where tanks could not. At the same time, the TD would wield the firepower needed to kill any German tank
on the battlefield. Indeed, American doctrine stipulated that TDs would fight tanks, while American tanks would
concentrate on achieving and exploiting breakthroughs of enemy lines. The Tank Killers follows the men who fought in
the TDs from the formation of the force in 1941 through the victory over the Third Reich in 1945. It is a story of American
flexibility and pragmatism in military affairs. Tankdestroyers were among the very first units to land in North Africa in
1942. Their first vehicles were ad hoc affairs: Halftracks and weapons carriers with guns no better than those on tanks
and thin armor affording the crews considerably less protection. Almost immediately, the crews realized that their doctrine
was incomplete. They began adapting to circumstances, along with their partners in the infantry and armored divisions.
By the time that North Africa was in Allied hands, the TD had become a valued tank fighter, assault gun, and artillery
piece. The reconnaissance teams in TD battalions, meanwhile, had established a record for daring operations that they
would continue for the rest of the war. The story continues with the invasion of Italy and finally that of Fortress Europe on
6 June 1944. By now, the brass had decreed that half the force would convert to towed guns, a decision that dogged the
affected crews through the end of the war. The TD men encountered increasingly lethal enemies, ever more dangerous
panzers that were often vulnerable only to their guns while American tank crews watched in frustration as their rounds
bounced harmlessly off the thick German armor. They fought under incredibly diverse conditions that demanded constant
modification of tactics. Their equipment became ever more deadly. By VE day, the tank destroyer battalions had
achieved impressive records, generally with kill/loss rates heavily in their favor. Yet the Army after the war concluded that
the concept of a separate TD arm was so fundamentally flawed that not a single battalion existed after November 1946.
The Tank Killers draws heavily on the records of the tank destroyer battalions and the units with which they fought.
Veterans of the force add their personal stories.
This WWII pictorial history of Nazi anti-tank vehicles illustrates the Germans’ ever-increasing need for defense against
Allied armor. During World War II, combatants on both sides developed increasingly effective armored vehicles and
tactics. The German military’s answer to American Shermans and British Cruisers was to create dedicated anti-tank
vehicles such as the Panzerjger I, Sturmgeschtz, Marders, Nashorn. Hetzer, Jagdpanzer, Elefant, Jagdtiger IV and
Jagdpanther. Fully illustrated with rare wartime photographs, Hitler’s Tank Destroyers covers the each of these models,
detailing their development and technology throughout the war. As the war progressed, larger and more powerful tank
destroyers entered the battlefield. Due the overwhelming enemy opposition, they were compelled to not only attack
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armor, but also support ground troops. This comprehensive account covers all the Nazis mobile anti-tank vehicles in
words and images.
THE NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, LOS ANGELES TIMES, AND USA TODAY BESTSELLER "A band
of brothers in an American tank . . . Makos drops the reader back into the Pershing's turret and dials up a battle scene to
rival the peak moments of Fury." --The Wall Street Journal From the author of the international bestseller A Higher Call
comes the riveting World War II story of an American tank gunner's journey into the heart of the Third Reich, where he
will meet destiny in an iconic armor duel--and forge an enduring bond with his enemy. When Clarence Smoyer is
assigned to the gunner's seat of his Sherman tank, his crewmates discover that the gentle giant from Pennsylvania has a
hidden talent: He's a natural-born shooter. At first, Clarence and his fellow crews in the legendary 3rd Armored
Division--"Spearhead"--thought their tanks were invincible. Then they met the German Panther, with a gun so murderous
it could shoot through one Sherman and into the next. Soon a pattern emerged: The lead tank always gets hit. After
Clarence sees his friends cut down breaching the West Wall and holding the line in the Battle of the Bulge, he and his
crew are given a weapon with the power to avenge their fallen brothers: the Pershing, a state-of-the-art "super tank," one
of twenty in the European theater. But with it comes a harrowing new responsibility: Now they will spearhead every
attack. That's how Clarence, the corporal from coal country, finds himself leading the U.S. Army into its largest urban
battle of the European war, the fight for Cologne, the "Fortress City" of Germany. Battling through the ruins, Clarence will
engage the fearsome Panther in a duel immortalized by an army cameraman. And he will square off with Gustav
Schaefer, a teenager behind the trigger in a Panzer IV tank, whose crew has been sent on a suicide mission to stop the
Americans. As Clarence and Gustav trade fire down a long boulevard, they are taken by surprise by a tragic mistake of
war. What happens next will haunt Clarence to the modern day, drawing him back to Cologne to do the unthinkable: to
face his enemy, one last time. Praise for Spearhead "A detailed, gripping account . . . the remarkable story of two tank
crewmen, from opposite sides of the conflict, who endure the grisly nature of tank warfare." --USA Today (four out of four
stars) "Strong and dramatic . . . Makos established himself as a meticulous researcher who's equally adept at spinning a
good old-fashioned yarn. . . . For a World War II aficionado, it will read like a dream." --Associated Press
In this provocative book, Andrew Bacevich warns of a dangerous dual obsession that has taken hold of Americans,
conservatives, and liberals alike. It is a marriage of militarism and utopian ideology--of unprecedented military might wed
to a blind faith in the universality of American values. This mindset, the author warns, invites endless war and the everdeepening militarization of U.S. policy. It promises not to perfect but to pervert American ideals and to accelerate the
hollowing out of American democracy. As it alienates others, it will leave the United States increasingly isolated. It will
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end in bankruptcy, moral as well as economic, and in abject failure. With The New American Militarism, which has been
updated with a new Afterword, Bacevich examines the origins and implications of this misguided enterprise. He shows
how American militarism emerged as a reaction to the Vietnam War. Various groups in American society--soldiers,
politicians on the make, intellectuals, strategists, Christian evangelicals, even purveyors of pop culture--came to see the
revival of military power and the celebration of military values as the antidote to all the ills besetting the country as a
consequence of Vietnam and the 1960s. The upshot, acutely evident in the aftermath of 9/11, has been a revival of vast
ambitions and certainty, this time married to a pronounced affinity for the sword. Bacevich urges us to restore a sense of
realism and a sense of proportion to U.S. policy. He proposes, in short, to bring American purposes and American
methods--especially with regard to the role of the military--back into harmony with the nation's founding ideals.
This is the story of the specialized U.S. armored force designed specifically to kill enemy tanks in direct combat. It follows
the men who fought in the TDs from the formation of the force in 1941 through the victory over the Third Reich in 1945,
through North Africa, Italy, France, and Germany, describing a story of American flexibility and pragmatism in military
affairs. It draws heavily on the records of the tank destroyer battalions and the units with which they fought, and veterans
of the force add their personal stories.
A lavishly illustrated look at the most successful aircraft in naval history--from its design and development to its
unparalleled performance in the last 2 years of WWII.
Overshadowed by the United States Army's armored divisions, the separate tank and tank destroyer battalions had the
difficult mission of providing armored support for US infantry divisions in the 1944–45 campaigns. This book details the
organizational structures and deployment of these units: the standard tank battalions, tank battalions (light), tank
battalions (mine exploder) and tank battalions (special), self-propelled and towed tank destroyer battalions. It also covers
the tactics used by these units in their attempts to assist the infantry, as well as providing a listing of all the battalions that
took part in the Northwest Europe campaign.
Chronicles the lesser-known story of an intrepid Jewish investigator who pursued and captured notorious Nazi Germany
war criminals Rudolf Höss, in an account that explains how the case continues to impact today's world.
From an internationally acclaimed expert in the field comes a detailed, analytical and comprehensive account of the
worldwide evolution of tanks, from their inception a century ago to the present day. With new ideas stemming from the
latest academic research, this study presents a reappraisal of the development of tanks and their evolution during World
War I and how the surge in technological development during World War II and the subsequent Cold War drove
developments in armour in Europe and America, transforming tanks into fast, resilient and powerful fighting machines.
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From the primitive, bizarre-looking Mark V to the Matilda and from the menacing King Tiger to the superlative M1
Abrams, Professor Ogorkiewicz shows how tanks gradually acquired the enhanced capabilities that enabled them to
become what they are today – the core of combined-arms, mechanized warfare.
The Third Armored Division, famously known as the “Spearhead Division," had an illustrious combat career in WW2. One
of only two “heavy armored” divisions of the war, the 3rd Armored joined the battle in the ETO in late June of 1944, was
bloodied almost immediately and was at the front of the American advance through the hedgerows of Normandy and the
rapid advance through France into Belgium by September 1944. The 3rd was one of the first units to breach the vaunted
Siegfried Line and then fought a series of back and forth battles with the German army in the Autumn of 1944 as the
weather conditions and determined tenacity of the German defenders produced an Autumn stalemate. The 3rd was
rushed to the Ardennes front in December of 1944 in response to Hitler’s winter offensive and they famously fought
battles at the defense of Hotton, Grandmenil and then pushed the Germans back to the border after vicious battles in
places like Ottre, Lierneux, Cherain and Sterpigny. The early days of the Bulge battles would find the lost unit of Col
Samuel Hogan’s 400 men who were surrounded for days and fought their way back to friendly lines. After a brief rest and
being outfitted with 10 of the T-26 Pershing tanks, the 3rd was at the spearhead of the 1st Army advance into Germany,
across the Rhine and into the Harz mountains and the liberation of the Nordhausen concentration camp. This final
campaign would see the highpoint of the famous Cologne tank duel between a Pershing and German panther, made
famous by the recent book Spearhead by Adam Makos. Then, just a few weeks later the beloved commander of the
division, Major General Maurice Rose, was tragically shot by a German tank commander when trying to surrender
Paderborn, Germany. The 3rd would end the war at the tip of the American advance into Germany before the war ended.
The U.S. Army fought World War II with materiel much of which was developed in the decade prior to our entry,
particularly in the period following the German blitz in Poland. Our efforts to develop munitions to the point where our
armies could cope on equal terms with those of potential enemies are covered here in this, the first of three projected
volumes on the history of the Ordnance Department in World War II. How well the Ordnance Department succeeded in
matching the Germans in quality continues to be a matter of debate both within the Ordnance Department itself, and
between the using arms and the Department. That the battle of quantity was won-with the help of a superb industrial
machine-can hardly be denied. This volume, the result of diligent research by Dr. Constance McL. Green and her
associates, should interest not only military men but also scientists, industrialists, and laymen in general. Among other
things, it shows the urgent necessity of a directed, continuous, and intensive research program and the danger in failing
to recognize and profit by developments abroad. Also shown is the inherent time interval between the drawing board and
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the production of the end item in quantity."
The Killer Book of Serial Killers is the ultimate resource (and gift) for any true crime fan and student of the bizarre world
of serial killers. Filled with stories, trivia, quizzes, quotes, photos, and odd facts about the world's most notorious
murderers, this is the perfect bathroom reader for anyone fascinated with serial killers. The stories and trivia cover such
killers as: John Wayne Gacy Ted Bundy The BTK Killer Jack the Ripper The Green River Killer Serial killers around the
world And many more Bathroom readers have enjoyed considerable success as a format, selling millions of copies. The
Killer Book series brings this format to the rabid true crime audience. Including more than 40 black & white photos, this is
a must for true crime fans.
“An important contribution to the history of World War II . . . I have never before been able to learn so much about
maintenance methods of an armored division, with precise details that underline the importance of the work, along with
descriptions of how the job was done.”—Russell F. Weigley, author of Eisenhower’s Lieutenants “Cooper saw more of
the war than most junior officers, and he writes about it better than almost anyone. . . . His stories are vivid, enlightening,
full of life—and of pain, sorrow, horror, and triumph.”—Stephen E. Ambrose, from his Foreword “In a down-to-earth style,
Death Traps tells the compelling story of one man’s assignment to the famous 3rd Armored Division that spearheaded
the American advance from Normandy into Germany. Cooper served as an ordnance officer with the forward elements
and was responsible for coordinating the recovery and repair of damaged American tanks. This was a dangerous job that
often required him to travel alone through enemy territory, and the author recalls his service with pride, downplaying his
role in the vast effort that kept the American forces well equipped and supplied. . . . [Readers] will be left with an indelible
impression of the importance of the support troops and how dependent combat forces were on them.”—Library Journal
“As an alumnus of the 3rd, I eagerly awaited this book’s coming out since I heard of its release . . . and the wait and the
book have both been worth it. . . . Cooper is a very polished writer, and the book is very readable. But there is a certain
quality of ‘you are there’ many other memoirs do not seem to have. . . . Nothing in recent times—ridgerunning in Korea,
firebases in Vietnam, or even the one hundred hours of Desert Storm—pressed the ingenuity and resolve of American
troops . . . like WWII. This book lays it out better than any other recent effort, and should be part of the library of any
contemporary warrior.”—Stephen Sewell, Armor Magazine “Cooper’s writing and recall of harrowing events is superb
and engrossing. Highly recommended.”—Robert A. Lynn, The Stars and Stripes “This detailed story will become a classic
of WWII history and required reading for anyone interested in armored warfare.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
“[Death Traps] fills a critical gap in WWII literature. . . . It’s a truly unique and valuable work.”—G.I. Journal
''I thought Tank Men was a triumph ...it is a really fine piece of work'' - Richard Holmes ''Some of the eye witness
Page 9/13

Read Online The Tank Killers A History Of Americas World War Ii Tank Destroyer Force
accounts Kershaw has collected for this comprehensive review of tank warfare have the power to chill the reader to the
bone. This is warfare at the sharp end'' --NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST The First World War saw the birth of an
extraordinary fighting machine that has fascinated three generations: the tank. In Tank Men, ex-soldier and military
historian Robert Kershaw brings to life the grime, the grease and the fury of a tank battle through the voices of ordinary
men and women who lived and fought in those fearsome machines. Drawing on vivid, newly researched personal
testimony from the crucial battles of the First and Second World Wars, this is military history at its very best.
Designed in the 1950s, the US Marines' M50 Ontos and the US Army's M56 Scorpion were both intended to be fast, light, airdroppable tank-killers for the Cold War battlefield – an answer to the cumbersome and ineffective World War II-vintage tanks that
had taken to the battlefield during the Korean War. Although they shared the aim of bringing light, mobile and lethal antitank
firepower to the infantry the two vehicles varied wildly in design to cater for their unique mission demands. They first saw service in
the Lebanon intervention of 1958 but it was in the Vietnam War that they made their name, with the M50 Ontos seeing intense
combat action in the Battle of Hue in 1968. Detailed illustrations and expert analysis provide the reader with a comprehensive
history of these deadly antitank vehicles, from early development through to their combat history and the eventual disbandment of
the Marine Corps' last antitank battalion with M50A1s in 1971.
Tanks, amphibian tanks, and amphibian tractors in action in all theaters, from Africa and Europe to the Pacific How the battalions
fought the war, often in the tankers' own words Crystal-clear maps The U.S. Army's separate armored battalions fought in
obscurity by comparison with the flashy armored divisions, but they carried the heavier burden in the grim struggle against the Axis
in World War II. The battalions participated in every armored amphibious assault that the army conducted. They did most of the
bloody work in Italy, made vital contributions in France, and constituted the entire effort in the Pacific.
From acclaimed historian John Wukovits, the untold story of the USS Laffey and her crew, who heroically withstood twenty-two
kamikaze attacks at Okinawa which the US Navy describes Òas one of the great sea epics of the warÓ
Sturmgeschtz III was originally designed as an assault weapon, but as war progressed it was increasingly used in a defensive role
and evolved into an assault gun and tank destroyer. By 1943 its main role was providing anti-tank support to the units in its area of
operation. This consequently led to many StuGs being destroyed in battle. Nonetheless they were very successful as tank killers
and destroyed, among others, many bunkers, pillboxes and other defenses. While not considered to be a true tank because it
lacked a turret, the gun was mounded directly in the hull, with a low profile to reduce vehicle heights, and had a limited lateral
traverse of a few degrees in either direction. Thus, the entire vehicle had to be turned in order to acquire targets. Omitting the
turret made production much simpler and less costly, enabling greater numbers to be built. Most assault guns were mounted on
the chassis of a Panzer III or Panzer IV, with the resultant model being called either a StuG III or StuG IV respectively. The StuG
was one of the most effective tracked vehicles of World War II, and over 10,000 of them were eventually produced.
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“A fantastic read . . . Whether your interest is armour or history I would highly recommend this book” (Military Modelling). The tank
destroyer was a bold—though some would say flawed—answer to the challenge posed by the seemingly unstoppable German
Blitzkrieg. The TD was conceived to be light and fast enough to outmaneuver panzer forces and go where tanks could not. At the
same time, the TD would wield the firepower needed to kill any German tank on the battlefield. Indeed, American doctrine
stipulated that TDs would fight tanks, while American tanks would concentrate on achieving and exploiting breakthroughs of
enemy lines. The Tank Killers follows the men who fought in the TDs, from the formation of the force in 1941 through the victory
over the Third Reich in 1945. It is a story of American flexibility and pragmatism in military affairs. Tank destroyers were among the
very first units to land in North Africa in 1942. Their first vehicles were ad hoc affairs: halftracks and weapons carriers with guns no
better than those on tanks, thin armor affording the crews considerably less protection. Almost immediately, the crews began
adapting to circumstances, along with their partners in the infantry and armored divisions. By the time North Africa was in Allied
hands, the TD had become a valued tank fighter, assault gun, and artillery piece. The reconnaissance teams in TD battalions,
meanwhile, had established a record for daring operations that would continue for the rest of the war. The story continues with the
invasion of Italy and, finally, that of Fortress Europe on June 6, 1944. By now, the brass had decreed that half the force would
convert to towed guns, a decision that dogged the affected crews through the end of the war. The TD men encountered
increasingly lethal enemies, ever more dangerous panzers that were often vulnerable only to their guns, while American tank
crews watched in frustration as their rounds bounced harmlessly off the thick German armor. They fought under incredibly diverse
conditions that demanded constant modification of tactics, and their equipment became ever more deadly. By VE-Day, the tank
destroyer battalions had achieved impressive records, generally with kill-loss rates heavily in their favor. Yet the army after the war
concluded that the concept of a separate TD arm was so fundamentally flawed that not a single battalion existed after November
1946. The Tank Killers draws heavily on the records of the tank destroyer battalions and the units with which they fought, as well
as personal stories from veterans of the force.
A narrative account of the large-scale land-sea-air battle during the spring of 1945 profiles the conflict as a sobering clash that was
marked by the death of America's highest-ranking officer killed during World War II, the hara-kiri deaths of two top-ranking
Japanese commanders, and the deaths of more than 250,000 soldiers, sailors, and civilians. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
Advancing at the speed of the infantry, the U.S. Army independent tank battalions ground slowly across the continent during World
War II, from the bloody beaches of Normandy; through forests, villages, and cities in France, Belgium, and Germany; and into
Czechoslovakia at the war’s end. Greater in number than the battalions in the vaunted armor divisions, the infantry tanks were
doled out to a platoon here and a company there to undertake the war’s dirtiest mission–prying enemy troops from every position
across the breadth of the great Allied offensive line of 1944-45. The bold American tank infantry teams of WWII’s European
theater have become the stuff of legend. But the true details of their amazing missions have never been revealed in one
comprehensive work of popular history . . . until now. Using the words of the tank soldiers themselves, and the radio logs of their
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real-time communications, Harry Yeide vividly brings back all the men and machines of this crucial method of combat–one that, in
the end, may have won the war. Here are startling revelations of the treacherous fighting, and the challenges and dangers of
battling a better-equipped enemy in outmoded, slow-moving “death traps.” Inside you will discover: • Tank commanders were
often trained only for invasion–and were given no tactical training for what to do after penetrating the maze of hedgerows •
Tankers learned to fear their own air force in friendly fire from the “American Luftwaffe” • Due to inadequate periscopes,
commanders often entered battles with their heads stuck out of the turrets, becoming “priority targets” for German snipers • Many
tanks sank 1,000 to 5,000 feet away from the Normandy shore on D day. Steel Victory recounts how tank planning, expertise, and
accuracy grew as the war roared on–and reveals the inside story of how tank battalions turned the tide in the Battle of the Bulge
and other major encounters of the European war. Here is an honest, painstakingly researched history of these man-driven vehicles
that, in the words of one soldier, “saved the day, shot the hell out of the Germans, and had the hell shot out of them.”
From the Publisher: This latest edition of an official U.S. Government military history classic provides an authoritative historical
survey of the organization and accomplishments of the United States Army. This scholarly yet readable book is designed to
inculcate an awareness of our nation's military past and to demonstrate that the study of military history is an essential ingredient
in leadership development. It is also an essential addition to any personal military history library.
This is the story of the Allied forces--the U.S. 6th Army Group and French 1st Army--that landed in southern France on August
15th, 1944. The book follows the action from the French beaches to the Vosges Mountains, where the first Allied penetration along
the entire Western front reached the Rhine River. First to the Rhine covers the vicious fighting during the German Nordwind
counteroffensive in January 1945 and the French-American offensive to clear the Colmar Pocket. It then pursues the forces of the
Third Reich across the Rhine to their ultimate destruction. Unlike the forces landing in Normandy, these American divisions were
hard-bitten veterans of the war in Italy, and, in the case of the 3d Infantry Division, North Africa. The French units included many
veterans of the Italian campaign and comprised Frenchmen and Africans in almost equal numbers. As the campaign went on, the
French ranks were swelled by tens of thousands of Free French Forces of the Interior, the famous maquis. The German forces
arrayed against the Allies included the famed 11th Panzer Division, an Eastern front veteran known as the "Ghost Division," which
would hit the Allied advance time and again only to slip away before it could be pinned and destroyed. This is the harrowing story
First to the Rhine tells, from the strategic plane-down through the corps, division, and regimental levels to the personal experience
of the men in combat, including the likes of Audie Murphy, Americas most decorated infantryman of the war. The book features
little-known battles, including one at Montelimar, when an ad hoc American armored command and the 36th Infantry Division came
within a hairs breadth and several days of hard fighting of cutting off the entire German 19th Army. This is the first popular work in
English to explore the French role in the fighting and the relationship between the U.S. Army and the French forces fighting under
American command.
In the seventy years that have passed since the tank first appeared, antitank combat has presented one of the greatest challenges
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in land warfare. Dramatic improvements in tank technology and doctrine over the years have precipitated equally innovative
developments in the antitank field. One cycle in this ongoing arms race occurred during the early years of World War II when the
U.S. Army sought desperately to find an antidote to the vaunted German blitzkrieg. This Leavenworth Paper analyzes the origins
of the tank destroyer concept, evaluates the doctrine and equipment with which tank destroyer units fought, and assesses the
effectiveness of the tank destroyer in battle.
A gripping account of the Second World War, from the perspective of a young tank commander. In 1944, David Render was a
nineteen-year-old second lieutenant fresh from Sandhurst when he was sent to France. Joining the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry
five days after the D-Day landings, the combat-hardened men he was sent to command did not expect him to last long. However,
in the following weeks of ferocious fighting in which more than 90 per cent of his fellow tank commanders became casualties, his
ability to emerge unscathed from countless combat engagements earned him the nickname of the 'Inevitable Mr Render'. In Tank
Action Render tells his remarkable story, spanning every major episode of the last year of the Second World War from the invasion
of Normandy to the fall of Germany. Ultimately it is a story of survival, comradeship and the ability to stand up and be counted as a
leader in combat.
'One of the best half-dozen personal accounts of the Normandy campaign' - Richard Holmes Stuart Hills embarked his Sherman
DD tank on to an LCT at 6.45 a.m., Sunday 4 June 1944. He was 20 years old, unblooded, fresh from a public-school background
and Officer Cadet training. He was going to war. Two days later, his tank sunk, he and his crew landed from a rubber dinghy with
just the clothes they stood in. After that, the struggles through the Normandy bocage in a replacement tank (of the non-swimming
variety), engaging the enemy in a constant round of close encounters, led to a swift mastering of the art of tank warfare and
remarkable survival in the midst of carnage and destruction. His story of that journey through hell to victory makes for compulsive
reading.
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